Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 3, Week 4 2022
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Diary Dates

Niina Marni
We are already half way through Term 3 and it is fantastic to see that attendance continues to
improve, engagement in learning is happening and student growth continues to rise in all areas of
the curriculum.
This term we have also seen a big increase in enrolments, especially in secondary so we welcome
all our new students and families to Kaurna Plains.
We also have some great news to share!!! Big congratulations to Aunty Natalea who has won the
job as the Deputy Principal for the next 3 years. Kaurna Plains also welcomes Uncle Andrew who
is teaching PE to the primary students 2 days a week while Aunty Natasha is at another site. Some
may remember Uncle Andrew from last year as he was doing his university placement in Aunty
Candace’s class. Aunty Sangeetha is also back 3 days a week teaching HASS in the primary.

20th – 26th August
Book Week
Thursday 25th August
Book Week Dress Up Day

Just some reminders to look forward to... this week is Attendance Week, next Thursday is Book
Week Dress Up Day and Friday is Wear it Purple Day. Camp is coming up in Week 8 - please
ensure that all camp notes are completed and given to Aunty Aly or Aunty Natalea.
A final reminder that all Department for
Education sites are smoke free. This now also

Friday 26th August
Wear it Purple Day

includes E-cigarettes, or vaping as it is more

Monday 5th September
School Closure

Angela Walkuski

commonly known. Call SA Quitline on 13 7848.
Principal

Monday 12th – Wednesday
14th September
School Camp
Friday 30th September
Last day of Term 3
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83 Ridley Rd, Elizabeth SA 5112 Ph: 8252 4419 Fax: 8252 3482
Email: dl.1792.info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.kaurnaas.sa.edu.au

Deputy Principal
Attendance Awareness Week
At Kaurna Plains School we recognise that students attending is vital for them to achieve success in their learning.
Attendance is a shared responsibility between students, parents, the community and the school. We need to work together to
ensure all of our students have the best chance of success both at school and in the future.
Poor student attendance comes in two forms – habitual and chronic. Habitual non-attendance is where a student has 5 or more
absences for any reason in a term. This is an average of 1 day a fortnight. Chronic non-attendance is where a student has 10 or
more absences for any reason in a term. This is an average of 1 day a week. Even missing one day a week of school from Reception
to Year 10 adds up to missing 2 years and 1 term of schooling.
This week we placed a spotlight on attendance, hosting Attendance Awareness Week. Students participated in activities around
attendance – looking at their attendance rate, reasons to be at home and more. Students graphed their attendance data from
Term 1 and 2 which helped them to make a goal for Term 3. We would love your support to help your child reach this goal.
We are also celebrating raising our whole school attendance rate from 55% to 71% in less than 2 years – well done everyone!
Keep it up!

1 or 2 days off a week doesn’t seem like much does it?
Missing just…

Equals…

Which is…

And over
13 years of
schooling is…

Which means the best your
child might perform is…

1 day per fortnight

20 days per year

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

Equal to finishing Year 11

1 day per week

40 days per year

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

Equal to finishing in Year 10

2 days per week

80 days per year

16 weeks per year

Over 5 years

Equal to finishing in Year 7

3 days per week

120 days per year

24 weeks per year

Nearly 8 years

Equal to finishing in Year 4

Does being late to school matter?
Missing just…

Equals…

Which is…

And over 13 years of
schooling is…

10 minutes per day

50 minutes per week

Nearly 1.5 weeks per
year

Nearly half a year

20 minutes per day

1 hour 40 minutes per
week

Over 2.5 weeks per year

Nearly a year

30 minutes per day

Half a day per week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1 and a half years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Over 2 and half years

Camp
Camp is coming in Week 8 Monday – Wednesday! Arbury Park is ready
for us and staff are excited to go. Students will receive updated forms and
requirements lists. Should you require any support please let your class teacher
or ACEO know so we can help. Please bring back forms as soon as possible.
Natalea Jenkins
Deputy Principal

Wakwakanarlu Wangkanthi – Student Voice
There has been a change in Student Voice this term with Aunty Mikala now taking it on board. We continue to have fortnightly
meetings, alternating between primary and secondary. The students have brought many ideas to the meetings and I am looking
forward to working with them to get some of the changes in place. Some of the ideas we are working on are:
- Lunch time clubs
- CORKA and excursion ideas
- Sports equipment
Aunty Mikala
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House Points

CORKA
CORKA started back in Week 3 with primary students being the first group. Aunty
Mikala has taken on CORKA and is trying something new. The primary students, spent
their CORKA time playing Mario Kart and Super Mario 3D World on the Nintendo
Switch, with two televisions set up - one in the Library and the other in the Intervention
Room (thank you Aunty Laurens!). Next up are the secondary students who will also get
some free time on the Nintendos to play Super Mario.

Ilya
(Black - Red bellied black snake)

There is now a board dedicated to CORKA in the Library which has the upcoming
events, so if you want to take part in CORKA activities don’t forget to make green
choices. Aunty Mikala has Aunty Lauren D and Aunty Lauren M helping host the events
and we all look forward to spending some fun time with you.
Keep up the great work,

Term 3 - 439
Year total - 5309

Tarnda
(Red - Kangaroo)

Term 3 - 345
Year total - 3942

Kardi
(Yellow - Emu)

Term 3 - 257
Year total - 3670
(as of 17/8)

Aunty Mikala

Literacy Leader
PAT Testing
Until the end of the term, students will be taking part in online Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT).
There are two tests: PAT–R (Reading) and PAT–M (Numeracy). The tests are multiple choice and each
one will take approximately 40 minutes.
Kaurna Plains School will be using these tests to help provide valuable data on student growth and to
help us personalise learning to meet student needs.
Some students may have their test year level adjusted to support them in accessing the test. If you have
any questions about this adjustment, and how it might impact on your child, please feel free to contact
Leayshia on 8252 4419.

Phonics Screener Check
Over the next couple of weeks, our Year 1 students will be taking part in the Phonics Screening Check.
The Phonics Screening Check was introduced in 2018 for Year 1 students across the South Australian
public education system. The check is a short, simple assessment for all Year 1 students that helps
teachers to measure how well students are learning to decode and blend letters into sounds - one of
the building blocks of reading.

Tourism Course
A big shout out to Kyrah, Jaimaka and Carmyn who successfully completed a Tourism course and
achieved Stage 2 SACE credits in the process!
Also, a big thank you to Warriappendi School for hosting the course and inviting our students to attend.
During Week 3 at Warriappendi, our students had the opportunity to cook authentic wood oven pizzas,
plant native shrubs, create their own videos and even experience Tauondi College. A particular highlight
was listening to Uncle Moogie share his cultural knowledge and perform a smoking ceremony.
Finally, we would like to thank Dee who ran the training and supported our students throughout the
week.
Congratulations girls, we are extremely proud of you.
Leayshia Gaston
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Kaurna Language Update
Taikurtirna, Naa Marni? (Family, how are you all?)
It’s good to use language in Kaurna language classes, it’s even
better to use it through the day. At Kaurna Plains School
we are trialling a ‘word of the week’ which helps us use key
phrases at particular times of the day. It’s one way of making
sure language is part of everything we do!
We also wanted to share this process with community.
Each week we will share a word of the week. In Week 2, the
word was ‘Ngaityalya’. It literally means my dear, but today
we use it to mean thank you. We use it throughout the day
whenever we say thank you or show appreciation to each
other. You can hear how to pronounce ‘Ngaityalya’ by typing
https://youtu.be/sXIZIkqDoyY or by searching ‘Thank you in
Kaurna’ on YouTube.
Last week our word was ‘Nii’. Nii means yes, and we can
use this throughout the day to answer questions or show
agreement. This week we have been using ‘Paitya’. This
means deadly and we can use this when something really good
happens.
We are so excited to continue our Kaurna Language Program
in Semester 2. Each class has at least one Kaurna Language
lesson per week and you might have some questions about
the program, so we have tried to answer them here:
Why learn another language?
There are so many reasons, but one is that it helps our brains.
The more we use our brain, the more we learn new skills.
The more we learn new skills, the better our brains work!
Will learning another language confuse my children?
All the research shows learning language helps our kid’s minds
grow and develop. It doesn’t confuse them.
Why learn Kaurna language?
Learning Kaurna develops our identity. Identity is who we
are, where we come from and how we are connected. Kaurna
language also helps us learn more about Kaurna people,
country and culture. Living on Kaurna country, it is right
that we learn Kaurna language. According to 2020 National
Indigenous Languages Report, there are a number of benefits
of learning and speaking language.
1. L anguage is a fundamental part of Indigenous culture and
identity,
2. A
 boriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have a range of
different relationships to language—from those who speak
an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language as their first
language to those who are learning a language as part of revival
efforts. All are so important!
3. All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages, traditional
and revival, provide significant social and economic benefits to
their speakers, including income-generating and employment
opportunities.
4. S peaking language has demonstrated benefits for individual
well-being and health, particularly mental health. Speaking
language is also beneficial in learning contexts.

What will children be learning?
We learn about 3 themes: 1. Greetings and Introductions
(including family), 2. Commands, Requests, and Useful
Phrases, 3. Welcomes and Acknowledgements. Next year
we will build up to learn about 4. Identity (self and family),
and 5. Environment (eg the school and classroom, the home,
on country). Teachers have had some learning so they can
help your children use Kaurna at important times of the day.
We are starting to work on sentence building and meaning
making through adding / changing suffixes or words. We are
also learning the songs, dances and stories important to our
school and community history.
Can I learn some Kaurna too?
Of course you can cuz! Here are some of the commands (to
one person) we are learning at the moment. You can also
look at the Kaurna Language YouTube channel to hear how
Kaurna language sounds. For example, if you want to hear
these commands you can type: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TsFbEOxll1I or search ‘Commands in Kaurna’ on
YouTube.
Movement Commands (one person)
Parni kawai!

‘Come here!’ 

Nurnti padni!

‘Go away!’ 

Tika! 

‘Sit down!’

Karrikarri! 

‘Stand up!’

Nurlinthi!

‘Turn!’

Kulurdu Marni Ngathaitya, Sounds good to me, Chapter 2 Tirntuirntu Warrarna – Useful Introductory Utterances pg 12-14 

Kaurna Plains School has supported Kaurna Language learning
since the early 90s. We are so proud to continue this journey
today!
Kind regards,
Antony Yates, Leader - SACE, CDP, Curriculum, Culture

What about the language where I’m from?
That’s so important too. Learning some Kaurna language and
the way we say the words is like a stepping stone to other
languages. We are working to give children experiences
with lots of different languages, stories, dreaming, and
opportunities. We will keep you posted.
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Reception-Year 1 Class
This term, students in the Reception - Year 1 class are focusing on ‘team work’, ‘helping each
other’, ‘learning together and from each other’.
Each day the students have been given challenges and they are then grouped with peers to
explore ideas and share thinking. They are finding that there can be many different answers to
one question and that when they are thinking critically this is okay - it’s not about them getting
everything right that’s important, it’s about explaining what they have discovered together.
In HASS and Kaurna Language the students have been working together with Aunty Fotina’s
Year 1-3 class sharing the Dreaming Story of Kondilli The Whale. Both classes will be hosting
a performance in Term 4 to share this with the school and wider community. We are also
hoping to take both classes on an excursion to visit and explore the places that this very
important story is from. We will share more information
soon.
We have also got two new class members
this week so we would like to welcome
Conner and Darcy to our class.
Aunty Debbie
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Year 1-3 Class
We have had a great start back to Term 3. As a whole class we have been working
well together and collaborating with tasks in the classroom. We have been building
on our skills working with each other. Our Literacy skills are growing and our group
rotations have been working well. We are using the skills we have learnt in Literacy
and using them in our other learning areas.
In Maths, we have been exploring 2D and 3D shapes. We had a go at making some
3D shapes and naming their faces, edges and vertices. We have been practicing our
number work and working on expanding numbers and naming the parts of a number.
We have continued to work on using our Kaurna Language in the classroom and are
taking part in each word of the week. Our SAKG recipe book is underway and we
will be using our technology in the classroom to help us type and print the books.
Aunty Fotina and Aunty Fiona
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Aunty Kiara’s Class
Welcome to Term 3! It was great to welcome the students back and get straight into our learning for this term.
In Science, we are learning about Earth and Space. We are learning about Aboriginal Astronomy and Dreaming stories about the night
sky. We have also been researching the planets in our solar system and writing facts about each of them, ready to create a model at
the end of the term. We have been using augmented reality technology to help us understand the different sizes.

In Maths, we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. We also looked at our attendance data for Term 2 and
put this into a graph. We are going to track our attendance for Term 3 and see if we can improve.
Aunty Kiara

Year 4,5,6 Class
This week we are highlighting the importance of regular attendance at school!
In the Year 4, 5, 6 class we have discussed why attending school every day
is so important; some of the reasons we brainstormed included – to make
friends, to learn lots of new and interesting things and to learn the skills
we need to be successful after school. We also explored the impact of missing just 1 day a week
consistently can have on our education journey!
We are using the attendance data of our class to track our personal daily attendance, as well as our
whole class, through graphing. So far, our best day of attendance was Week 3, Tuesday where we had
14 out of 17 students at school! We now have 19 students in our class… so we are aiming to do better
than that!

A reminder that our Year 4, 5, 6 class has homework nightly and that spending just 30
minutes each night on homework will support the consolidation of the work students are
completing in class. Each night students have spelling words and activities and 30 minutes
of reading. Some nights they may come home with maths challenges as well! If you have any
questions or concerns regarding homework, please feel free to speak with me at any point.
Ngaityalya, Thank you.
Aunty Candace and the 4, 5, 6 class
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Middle Years
In English, we have started reading The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas by John Boyne. The narrative follows the life of
Bruno, a 9-year-old German boy. The story is set in the
World War 2 era, and explores some horrific and historically
significant places and events.
As the story is told through the perception of Bruno, a
young and naive boy, some of the situations he finds himself
in cannot be fully comprehended. In the early stages of the
book, Bruno and his family must leave their 5-story house
in the centre of Berlin. They move far away to a less than ideal place, known as Out-With. The reason for the move is because
Bruno’s father, who is a very important and respectable man within the German Army, has been instructed to do so by the ‘Fury’.
Bruno, sheltered from reality by his parents, seeks to understand both the place and people he is now surrounded by.
Michael Rodda

Secondary Middle Art Class
The Secondary Middle Art class
has been completing tie dyes on
jumpers, many of which have
been successful. Using various
techniques, students have
experimented and produced
lasting wearable art. Well done!
Phil Walker

Year 9/10 Business & Economics
This term, the Year 9/10 students
have started a program called the
“$20 Boss.” The $20 Boss aims
to develop enterprise skills along
with entrepreneurial mindsets.
These are key factors in preparing
people for the future of work.
The focus over the past few
weeks has been on the “Design
Thinking” model. Currently,
students are creating product
prototypes to test their creation,
problem solving and team skills.
Check out the photos of students
creating some prototypes for
a group design challenge using
everyday objects.
Kate-Ellen Hopgood
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KAURNA PLAINS SCHOOL
GOVERNING COUNCIL AGM
The School Governing Council AGM is looking for new committee members. As a
school we value highly the contributions parents and caregivers make to our school.
We know that not all caregivers are able to join committees and some are
not able to participate in classroom programs. All contributions are valued equally.
If you are able to find a way, please contribute to our school learning community.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR WISH TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE ROLE
AND FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL, A COPY OF THE
KAURNA PLAINS SCHOOL CONSTITUTION IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
How do you become involved?
You might like to consider either standing for election yourself, or encouraging someone else to
stand for election.
Only members who attend the AGM can vote in the elections.
What experience do I need to be on Council?
No previous experience is required to be a valuable member of the Council.
What we would like to see is your interest in your child’s school and the desire to work collaboratively along side others with the same passion and drive, to help shape the schools future.
How do I nominate?
Complete the attached nomination form and submit by the due date.
Can I nominate someone else?
The answer is simply yes. If you know someone else that you believe that would thrive as a
Council member simply put their name down in one of the boxes below.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO NOMINATE THEN PLEASE COMPLETE THE SLIP
BELOW AND FORWARD TO THE FRONT OFFICE AT THE SCHOOL.
I WOULD LIKE TO NOMINATE FOR KAURNA PLAINS SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL

1.
2.
3.

 Parent Rep (3 positions vacant)
 Parent Rep (3 position vacant)
 Community Rep (1 position vacant)

- 2 year tenure
- 1 year tenure
- 1 year tenure

CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATION IS WEDNESDAY 31 AUGUST
Caregiver Name:
Contact No:
Child’s Name:

Year level_______
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Dear Families,
We understand from time to time that there may be changes to your circumstances
ie address, phone numbers, emergency contact, medical or custody details.
To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all of our students it is imperative that we hold
your most current details.
In emergencies, the quickest way to notify families all at the same time is via text
message.
This system is also used for giving out general information as well as posting on our
social media Facebook page.
Can you please fill out any changes on the opposite side of this letter and return it to
the school front office as soon as possible so that we can update our systems.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Angela Walkuski
Principal
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Student's Name _____________________________________________ _____________________________________
Family Name

Given Name

Home Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth

_____ / _____ / ____ Parent/caregiver email: ______________________________________________

Emergency Contacts:
1st Contact: __________________________________ Relationship: _____________________________
Home/Work No: ______________________________ Mobile: ___________________________________
2nd Contact: _________________________________ Relationship: ______________________________
Home/Work No: ______________________________ Mobile: ___________________________________
3rd Contact: _________________________________ Relationship: ______________________________
Home/Work No: ______________________________ Mobile: ___________________________________
Health Care

Does your child have any of the following medical conditions?
Asthma
Allergies
Medication

Yes

q
q
q

Doctors Name:

No

q
q
q

Doctors Phone No:

If answered YES to any of the above and your child needs to have medication at school a current Health Care Plan is
required. Please contact the office for details.

I authorize / do not authorise (strike out as appropriate) the Staff to obtain medical assistance which they deem
necessary should an accident occur and agree to pay all medical expenses incurred on behalf of my child. I
understand that the school will endeavour to contact a parent, should circumstances and time permit, before taking
action.
Printed Name and Signature of Parent/Caregiver ________________________________________________________
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2022/23 JUNIOR

BASEBalL
&TEEBALL

T-Ball 4+ | U9 Peewee | U11 | U13 | U15

ATHLETICS

COME & TRY

+ Preseason Training
Sundays 1pm starting Aug 14th

Learn more and try Little Athletics at our
free introduction sessions.

FREE Come & Try, all ages & genders
August 14 & 21, September 11 & 18

COME & TRY

Sat 20 Aug 1.30pm

September 25th Family Fun Day
Parents & Kids games + BBQ

COME & TRY / INFORMATION NIGHT

Fri 9 Sep 5.45pm
BRIDGESTONE ATHLETICS CENTRE
FROST ROAD, SALISBURY

jets.org.au/preﬂight

For more information email: ndbcjuniors@outlook.com
Follow us on

Northern Districts Athletics Club
Family, Fun & Fitness

Respect the Wires

The overhead wires and infrastructure along the
Gawler rail line are electrified.

@ndbaseballclub

NDBC - Walkleys Park, Fairfax Road, Ingle Farm

“ The camp was
amazing.
Everyone will
enjoy this
camp, no
matter what.”

Star Bear

A grief-support program
for children

They are dangerous if interfered with, carrying 25,000
volts of electricity. Things you need to remember are:

Stand behind the white lines when
waiting at a station. The new trains
will be quieter and faster and may not be
stopping at all stations.

Always use the dedicated
overpasses and pedestrian
footpaths to access railway stations.

Star Bear Program
82 Gilbert St
Adelaide SA 5000

Electrical wires are dangerous,
so remember not to play or
walk near the train tracks.

Phone 8131 3400
starbear@anglicaresa.com.au
www.anglicaresa.com.au

Only cross at level crossings and at recognised
pedestrian crossings. Don’t take shortcuts
along or across the railway tracks.

21-0106 / 3.8.2022

Together we change lives.

Pay attention, look up and around,
listen, and be aware of your
surroundings at all times.

www.dit.sa.gov.au/stayswitchedon

Our Star Bear Program

Loss and grief support

How to register

Established in 1999 and operated by the
AnglicareSA team since 2002, our Star Bear
program looks to increase children’s
understanding of death and the grieving
process.

Our Star Bear program provides a range of
services and activities for both children and
their parents, among them:

To find out more about our Star Bear
program and camps, please call our team
on 8131 3400.

Grief camps

You can also reach us via email at
starbear@anglicaresa.com.au or by visiting
our www.anglicaresa.com.au website.

We believe that it’s okay to cry, but it’s also
okay to have fun and laugh.
And that’s why our program of loss and
grief support is all about you, sharing your
experiences with other children in similar
situations – and listening to theirs – in a
safe, supportive and inclusive environment.
As one young person told us:

“I knew I wasn’t the
only one that lost a
parent, but I hadn’t met
anyone else who had,
not before camp.”
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We offer a selection of free weekend camps
for children, young people and their families
grieving the death of a parent, sibling or
other significant person.
The camps are led by qualified and
experienced grief counsellors and
supported by trained volunteer mentors.
Before each camp, we host a get-together to
give participants a chance to meet and get
to know a little about each other.
Camp participants can access short term
counselling prior to and following the camp.
We offer two camps:
- the children’s camp provides grief
support to those aged from six to 13
years
- the family camp caters for families with

children and young people aged from
four to 17 years and who have lost a close
family member.

