Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 2, Week 7 2022
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Diary Dates

Niina Marni

Sunday 3 - Sunday 10 July

Welcome to our Reconciliation Newsletter
where we can showcase the events that took
place at Kaurna Plains. A big thank you to all
those who attended and participated in the
activities given the weather and the extremely
cold start to the winter season.

NAIDOC Week
Friday 8 July
Last day of Term 2
Monday 25 July
First day of Term 3

Attendance

As you may have seen, our SAASTA students’
artwork can be seen on the Adelaide trams
throughout the city.
On Friday the 3rd of June our younger students
were given the opportunity to deliver the
Kaurna Welcome and perform Kaurna songs
and dances for Department for Education staff
at the Educational Development Centre in
Hindmarsh. The students had a wonderful time
and especially enjoyed the donut treats!
Yours Sincerely
Aunty Ange, Principal
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Reconciliation Week 2022
Reconciliation Week is a chance to learn more about our past, what makes us who we are, and think about our future. This
Reconciliation Week we wanted to give students lots of opportunities to learn, create and express themselves while thinking
about this year’s theme, “Be Brave. Make Change”. In the weeks leading up, students learnt about the Stolen Generations, what
reconciliation is (or conciliation), why we need this, and learnt about some of the incredible role in our community models.
We also had a number of special guests and events. Aunty Chrissy, a respected member of community, academic and advocate
for reparations, spoke to primary students about how being a member of the Stolen Generations has impacted her life. Aunty
Kira visited and helped students take part in skirt making and language learning through dance workshops. SAASTA students
spent a week taking part in career expos and career learning, cultural dance workshops, a football carnival and so much more
while networking with the broader Nunga community in SA. Students got to take part in weaving and didj lessons and there was
a number of small art and expression activities from maintaining, making and painting clap sticks, small Coolamons, animal shapes,
canvases, murals and more. Students also got to take part in an activities day and moved between stations, learning, expressing
themselves, designing, creating and sharing.
Unfortunately our primary excursion couldn’t go ahead (weather) however secondary students had an amazing time at the Rec
in the West at Tauondi College. This allowed students to meet tertiary education providers and local services, hear stories from
Elders (linked with Sorry Day and the theme of Reconciliation Week), hear musical performances, take part in workshops around
dance, arts, language learning and a colour run. A highlight of the day was meeting Estelle, previous winner of the Miss First
Nations Australia contest.
We also performed for Education Department staff at the Education Development Centre. Celebrations formally came to a close
with special guests this week and sharing the beautiful cupcakes and cake Aunty Listen and Aunty Debbie’s class made.
However, as we move forward we remember that healing and the journey towards reconciliation isn’t something that happens in a
week. It’s something we work on every moment, hour and day of our lives. In our upcoming student free day, we will be designing
tasks and cultural learning experiences - because being strong in language, culture and identity is such a crucial part of healing.
Kind regards,
Antony Yates
Assistant Principal - SACE, CDP, Curriculum and Culture
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Deputy Principal
Attendance
Attendance is still continuing to be a strong point of improvement at KPS. Please
remember to explain any student absences as soon as possible. If you have a
doctor’s certificate for any illness, please give this to us for our records. School
starts at 8.50am and ends at 3.00pm.

Early pick ups
Please remember that the office and classroom is a busy place and any pick ups
from 2.30pm onwards may be delayed due to this. Please call ahead to arrange if
you have an appointment and need to leave early.

School Fees
You may have read about the state government’s initiative to provide a $100 discount on both the 2022 and 2023 Materials
and Services Charge. You don’t need to do anything at this stage. We will be processing the discount or rebate as a matter of
priority. We will provide you with additional information shortly. If you are on School
Card this does not impact you.

Engagement
This term we have been able to start a variety of engagement programs and groups.

Mankarra-alya
Mankarra-alya have enjoyed yoga with our lovely instructor Nikki. Students enjoyed
stretching out their muscles and focussing on their balance and breath. They loved the
sound bath at the end.
We were so proud to have our mosaic art work
from last year hung at the front of the school
during Reconciliation Week. Mankarra-alya
worked on the piece with Aunty Jessie, Aunty
Aly and Aunty Kate from That Mosaic Chick.

Boys Group
Uncle Phil has been working with students on a Tinkering program, where students get to practice skills in our Trade Training
Centre. He is also leading a Bike Program where the students learn all about bikes and get to take one home at the end. Uncle
Darnell has been cooking with students in the kitchen and teaching them basic preparation skills. Uncle Antony is working with
the group to come up with a name.

Eddie the Therapy Dog
We have Eddie visiting the school every Thursday! Eddie is
trained to help students with regulation and has become a
strong favourite across all year levels!

Rock & Water
Uncle Ari and Uncle Kieran have started running Rock & Water with the
students from Aunty Kiara’s class. Rock & Water teaches students how to be
both strong (like a rock) and flexible (like water) through games and play. Each
game starts with the Rock & Water salute and teaches students to be present,
centered and grounded. This program will continue in other classes over the
course of the year.
Natalea Jenkins
Deputy Principal
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CORKA Fridays
Congratulations to the following students who were making green choices and were able
to attend CORKA Fridays:
Primary (Week 3) - James, Layla-Lee, Coral, Nevaeh, Kaydyn, Ruby-Lee, Kruze, Kodee,
Duncan, Inara, Keah, Latisha, Jazmin and Jordan.
Secondary (Week 4) - Camron, Sonoma, Makayla, Malee, Nat and Monique.
Primary (Week 5) - Alessandra, Kaisely, Jordan, Jazmin, Junior, Inara, Izabelle, Nathias, Justice,
Coral, Matilda.

House Points
Ilya
(Black - Red bellied black snake)

Term 2 - 1,510
Year total - 2,999

Tarnda
(Red - Kangaroo)

Term 2 - 1,387
Year total - 2,436

Kardi
(Yellow - Emu)

Term 2 - 1,243
Year total - 2,282
(as of Thursday 9/6)

Reconciliation Week Performance at EDC
Our school was invited to perform at the Reconciliation Week event for the Department for Education staff at EDC. Our students
represented our school extremely well and received so many positive comments about their performance. They performed an
Acknowledgement to Country, shared eucalyptus and performed some dances and songs that have been taught in Kaurna Language
lessons. Well done to the following students for representing our school so proudly: Justice, Dannielle, Brock, Melinda-May, Matilda,
Avery, Zion, Nevaeh, Charlotte, Ka’Leighna, Crystal, Kaila and Justin. Students were also pretty happy to get a free donut with the
Aboriginal flag on it as a thank you!
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Literacy Leader
MultiLit - Closing the Gap School Partnership Initiative
As you are aware, this year we began implementing whole class, and small group, literacy programs
through the MultiLit company. We are a part of a four year government funded project that aims to
ensure students reach SEA (Standard of Education Achievement) in reading. Schools participating in the
project are provided with high-quality professional learning and teaching resources to implement MultiLit’s
evidence-based reading programs in Foundation to Year 6. Next week John Warburton, from MultiLit,
will be visiting our school from New South Wales. He will spend the day observing the programs running
and meeting with teachers, and intervention staff, to provide feedback
and guidance. During this time children may be filmed or photographed
for training purposes. Please contact the school if you have any further
questions regarding this visit or if you would like to discuss how your child
is being supported through the Closing The Gap initiative.

Aboriginal Artist Jamaya Branson-Weetra
A huge thank you to Jamaya Branson-Weetra who ran art
workshop’s with the students at Kaurna Plains School in
Reconciliation Week. Jamaya is a Ngarrindjeri and Narungga artist
who has worked with us over the past two years and, who we
are proud to say, is also an ex-student of Kaurna Plains School.
We feel very lucky to have Jamaya working with us and have loved
seeing her create some beautiful artwork with our students. Also,
a big shout-out to our very own, talented artist, Jessie who has
worked alongside Jamaya to create a masterpiece.

Basket Weaving
Aunty Leanne delivered weaving workshops to our students this week. The children
learnt some important skills and created some beautiful pieces

Aunty Chrissy
Aunty Chrissy came and spoke to our primary school students about the Stolen
Generation. She talked about her experience as a member of the stolen generations
and what it was like growing up without family and without language and culture.
We were so lucky for Aunty Chrissy to take a break from her busy study schedule
writing her thesis and we can’t wait to have her back soon.
Leayshia Gaston

Library News
On the 25th of May we shared National Simultaneous Storytime.
The primary classes came into the library and we read “Family Tree”
by Australian author Josh Pyke. After the story we participated in
activities such as biscuit decorating, colouring with glitter pens and
gumnut helicopters. Events such as these are created to engage and
promote literacy, reading and share a love of books, not just with our
students but with our extended community of parents, caregivers,
family and friends.
We can encourage reading at home as many of the students
borrow books in their weekly library time. Even if your
child cannot yet read the words, looking at the pictures and
chatting about the book can help to pique their interest.
Some of the restrictions have been lifted on what students
are able to borrow, in the hope of students having more “free
choice” leads them to choosing to read a book. If there is
something your child is interested in reading, and we do not
have the book please reach out and let me know. I would love
to encourage them to read more and the best way to do so, is to have books they are interested in!
Until next chapter,
Aunty Mikala
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Reception-Year 1 Class
In our class we have been doing lots of exciting learning during Reconciliation Week. We have discussed what it means to Be Brave,
we have performed dances and shared stories with many special visitors both at school and out in the community. Uncle Antony
always tells us we must stand up and be proud of our culture and each week in our Kaurna Language lessons he says the Kaurna
Welcome to Country. He uses his special clap sticks and we have been making our own so that we can join in with him during this
very important time.
Aunty Debbie

Year 1-3 Class
Over the past 2 weeks the Year 1-3 class have been exploring what reconciliation means to us and
what actions in the past have affected our futures. We have had conversations about how we can ‘Be
brave and make change’ in our school community and outside in our communities. Throughout these
2 weeks the students have produced artwork, shared and communicated stories and shown respect
and kindness. During our reconciliation activity day, the students also had an opportunity to do some
Kaurna and Ngarrindjeri dance with Aunty Kira. They enjoyed learning about the different names of
animals and coming together to create a dance.
Aunty Fotina
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Aunty Kiara’s Class
The students of the 4/5/6/7 class have enjoyed being part of the Reconciliation Week
activities at Kaurna Plains. The last 2 weeks we have created artworks about the theme
“Be Brave, Make Change” and what reconciliation means to us. We included Aboriginal
symbols and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags. Even though there were
similarities between them, each piece was individual and meant something different to
each child.
We also had weaving lessons, decorated boomerangs and learnt some cultural dances.
We were able to use the animal dance moves Aunty Kira showed us to create our own
performances in groups.
With Uncle Antony, we made our own coolamons out of clay! We watched a video
on how to do it then went outside to give it a go. We are looking forward to painting
them once they dry.
In class, we chose a notable Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person who has
been brave and made change to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
We researched their First Nations heritage and wrote about what they have done to
make a difference. Some of the people chosen were Archie Roach, Jessica Mauboy,
Patty Mills and Cathy Freeman.
Aunty Kiara
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Year 4,5,6 Class
The past few weeks have been full of exciting activities and opportunities for our students. Beginning earlier this term our class
discussed Sorry Day, The Stolen Generation and Reconciliation Week with Aunty Natasha in HASS. They explored how Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people have been impacted by the actions of previous governments and what that meant for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people today.
In Week 4, we started with a whole school conversation about Sorry Day and the events that would follow in the coming weeks.
Our class participated in National Simultaneous Storytime, listening to the story ‘Family Tree’ read by Aunty Mikala in the Library
and worked with Aunty Leanne on basket weaving. In Week 5 we joined in with the rest of the school to celebrate Reconciliation
Week with themed activities including; The Reconciliation Tree, The Reconciliation Quiz, traditional Aboriginal games, biscuit
making and many other activities. On Friday, we shared our learning in HASS during the whole school Reconciliation assembly.
This week we made clay Coolamons with Uncle Antony and Aunty Kiara’s class. The Coolamons represent a baby or child that was
taken from their family during the Stolen Generation. We will be creating a display of these Coolamons in the Wetlands to share
with our visiting special guests. On Thursday this week we also had elders from our community visit our school to speak to our
students on how the Stolen Generation affected them.
Nagaityalya
Aunty Candace and the 4, 5, 6 class
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7-12 Maths and Science
Nina Marni
To establish links between Science and Reconciliation Week, during Science lessons we talked about use of fire energy in Aboriginal
culture. Fire plays important role in smoking ceremonies. We also discussed how eucalyptus leaves are burnt for cleansing
ceremonies. Aboriginal people used controlled fire to use fire wisely with techniques such as cool burn also known as cultural
burning. Controlled fire was also used to drive snakes away, to encourage re-growth of grass, to attract kangaroos and wallabies
and to clear paths.
Aunty Jyoti

Senior News
During Week 5, the seniors attended the inaugural Power
Cup Week as a part of their SAASTA program. The students
attended a range of excursions including a Career Expo and a
visit to the Adelaide Oval to discuss the importance of ending
domestic violence.
Later in the week, the Power Cup Carnival took place at the
Karen Bolton Reserve where the students played numerous
rounds of football. Unfortunately, KPS and PGHS did not end
up getting into the grand final but they all had fun participating
and getting along with their team mates. On Sunday, they
attended the Adelaide Oval again for a ceremonial lunch
and for the Port vs Essendon game in which took part in
the cultural dance as
a part of the opening
for the match. It was
an exhausting but very
rewarding week for all
involved.
The seniors were also
lucky enough to have
their collaborative
artwork they completed
earlier in the term
placed on the trams
in Adelaide during
Reconciliation Week.
Kate-Ellen Hopgood
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INDIGENOUS
TENNIS PLAYER?
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This information will help capture data of
all First Nation tennis players in SA with the
intention of promoting opportunities which
exist. This includes the National Indigenous
Tennis Carnival in SA and Darwin.

ABN: 65 360 136 085

Promotion of positive wellbeing and independence of
participants through therapeutic animal interaction.
Animal Assisted Therapy offers a unique opportunity for
participant support in a safe environment to increase
their development emotionally whilst also building
cognitive and social skills to actively participate within
schools or the Community.
Wellbeing Support using Animal Assisted Therapy

Paw Pause is dedicated to the best therapeutic
outcomes for participants and aims to:

individualised for young people








positive support achieving capacity building
outcomes within the Community and schools
building resilience, with a focus on wellbeing and
personal growth
services suited to NDIS participants who are selfmanaged or plan-managed
Individual, Community or school-based sessions are
available.






Please contact Niki for further information
pawpause@internode.on.net / Phone 0416 251 220

ABN: 65 360 136 085
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provide interactive Community participation
build on evidence-based practice to support
children and families
provide individualised personal wellbeing
support tailored to the NDIS participant or
student
focus on a holistic approach to personalised
support
provide therapeutic support with a clear intent
to develop resilience, wellbeing and personal
growth within schools or the Community

