Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 1, Week 5 2022
ingiwilta Tirkan
ing • Ta
thin
r
a
e
L
arr
Strength Through
a

Diary Dates
Monday 14 March
Adelaide Cup Day
Public Holiday
Thursday 14th April
Last day of Term 1
Friday 15th April
Good Friday Public Holiday

Term Dates
TERM 1
31 January to 14 April
TERM 2
2 May to 8 July
TERM 3
25 July to 30 September
TERM 4
17 October to 16 December

back to school
Niina Marni

Wow, what a start to the year! A BIG thank you to all our families and carers for being
supportive and understanding during these challenging times. Please continue to keep your child
home if they have cold like symptoms or have been directed by SA Health to isolate. This will
continue to keep other students and staff safe. We remind parents to drop off and pick up at the
front of the school. While entering the admin area you will need to continue to wear a mask.
We will continue to communicate with families via our Facebook page, phone and text messages,
therefore please contact the school if you need to update your details. Just a reminder that Year
7-12 students are required by the Department to wear masks, Year 3-6 it is encouraged and if
younger students would like to wear them that is okay too.
We would like to welcome the following new staff to Kaurna Plains – Aunty Mikayla who will be
working in the Library this year while Aunty Lisa is on maternity leave. Aunty Fiona and Uncle
Phil will be working in the primary classes supporting students. Uncle Michael joins us in the
secondary as a teacher for English and PE. Aunty Kiara joins us in the new inclusion class. We also
welcome Aunty Megan, who may look familiar, as she was a previous student! Aunty Megan will
be working in Admin and Culture teaching younger girls Dance.
This year we also have had an increase in numbers and we welcome these new students – Avery,
Layla-Lee, Matilda, Gordon, James, Benji, Inara, Ella, Kaisen, Brock, Trey, Bayden, Jazmin and
Isabelle.
Finally, another BIG thank you to all the staff and leadership at Kaurna Plains who have worked
hard ensuring that all our students and families had a smooth transition back into school. Hats
off to our staff who also continue to support each other through these times when we have been
extremely short staffed, many having to cover classes, admin and additional duties while caring
and ensuring the learning continues regardless.
Yours Sincerely,

Kaurna Plains School
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83 Ridley Rd, Elizabeth SA 5112 Ph: 8252 4419 Fax: 8252 3482
Email: dl.1792.info@schools.sa.edu.au
www.kaurnaas.sa.edu.au

Our New Interoception Room
There have been some changes over the holidays and we are excited to share our new Interoception Room. As a whole site, we
practice Interoception several times a day, with students learning about their body signals and how to regulate their bodies. The
Interoception Room will be a dedicated space where students can go when they are in the blue or yellow zones, helping them back
into the green zone and ready to learn. Over the coming weeks students will construct guidelines for the use of the room. They are
also working with Aunty Nat to develop Interoception Activity Cards that help students complete different activities. With all the
room changes, we also now have a dedicated space for Allied Health Professionals to visit and support our students on site. This
means better access to occupational therapy, speech pathology, counselling and more.
Natalea Jenkins

Hello From Uncle Michael
Howdy!
I’m Uncle Michael. This year I am in the Goanna Room (Puntunya) with the Middle Years homegroup. I am
teaching Physical Education, HASS and English to the Junior and Middle years in the secondary school.
I’ve come to Kaurna Plains after teaching at Pooraka Primary School for the last 6 years. Before I became a
teacher, I grew up and went to school in a town called Kadina on the Yorke Peninsula.
I’m a passionate Port Power supporter, lover of food and an avid traveller and explorer. I look forward to
getting to know all of you!
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Welcome Kiara
Hello, my name is Kiara Heinjus and I am teaching the Year 4/5/6/7 class this year. I have been teaching
for the last 6 years in Whyalla and am excited to be back in Adelaide with my family! My outside interests
include music (I am also a piano teacher), netball and AFL. I am looking forward to being part of the
strong school community here at Kaurna Plains and helping our students achieve their best!
Kiara Heinjus, 4/5/6/7 Inclusive Education Teacher

Kaurna Language Class Greetings

Library News
Niina Marni!
My name is Aunty Mikala and I will be looking after the
Library whilst Aunty Lisa is on maternity leave. I have
enjoyed my first few weeks with the school and have
already had the chance to meet many of the students. I have
a passion for reading and it is my hope to inspire, encourage
and assist students in reading.
The Premier’s Reading Challenge has started for the year
and I am encouraging the students to choose books from
the list, as well as reading to them in the library.
Over the next few weeks, I hope to get to know more of
the students and include some fun and exciting changes
in the library. The new displays in the library seem to be
making a positive impact and I look forward to creating
more soon. I am away for the next few lessons but hope
the students enjoy our virtual storytime!
Until next chapter,
Aunty Mikala
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Literacy Leader
This year our speech pathologist, Diamanda Kontos, will continue to work at Kaurna Plains on Thursdays and
alternate Tuesdays. Throughout the duration of the term, Diamanda will be working with students across the
school. If you have any concerns about your child participating please notify us. Alternatively, if you would like
further information, please contact Leayshia on 8252 4419.

Story Box Library
Just a reminder that families have access to Story Box Library.
Your child can watch favourite stories, read aloud by fabulous storytellers, at home as well as in the classroom.
To access Story Box Library at home:
1) Visit www.storyboxlibrary.com.au
2) Choose Log In from the top right corner of the screen
3) Log in using the username and password provided below
4) Enjoy the library of stories on any device with internet connection
USERNAME: Kaurna Plains PASSWORD: Kaurna92

NAPLAN
As children progress through their school years, it is very important that checks are made along the
way to see how well they are learning the essential skills of reading, writing and mathematics – skills
that will set them upon the path to success as adults.
NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents to see how their child is progressing
in literacy and numeracy against the national standard and compared with their peers throughout
Australia. At the classroom level, NAPLAN provides additional information to support teachers’
professional judgement about student progress.
In 2022, the students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9, will be participating in the online NAPLAN tests from the 10 to 20 May 2022 (Weeks 2 to
3, Term 2).
If you have any queries or concerns about your child’s participation in NAPLAN online please don’t hesitate to contact Leayshia on
8252 4419.

MultiLit Closing the Gap School Partnership Initiative
This year Kaurna Plains School is a part of Commonwealth Closing the Gap Initiative with the
Australian Government. The aim of this project is to ensure all students reach SEA (Standard of
Education Achievement) in reading.
Schools participating in the project will be provided with high-quality professional learning and
teaching resources to implement MultiLit’s evidence-based reading programs in Foundation to Year 6.
Although Kaurna Plains School is already using a number of MultiLit’s intervention programs, under this project
we will receive further programs including, and most notably, InitiaLit. InitiaLit is a whole-class evidence-based
literacy program developed to teach English reading and related skills across the first few years of formal
schooling. Furthermore, KPS will receive ongoing staff training, teaching advice and support from the MultiLit School Partnerships
team for a four-year period.
This initiative is a wonderful opportunity for our school to access these highly effective programs, materials and training as part of a
community of MultiLit Closing the Gap schools. We are looking forward to beginning this journey.
If you have any questions about the program or would like any further information please call the school.
Leayshia Gaston

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook and keep up with the
latest news from Kaurna Plains School.
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CORKA Fridays
We have kicked started CORKA Fridays again now that all students are back on site. Students need to be making green choices,
showing CORKA values and not getting consequences to be invited along. Primary students get to participate on Friday afternoons
(odd weeks) with activities such as Health and Beauty, Art and Technology as well as some snacks. Secondary students selected
receive a reward lunch on Friday on even weeks. Congratulations to the following students who were rewarded for their CORKA
behaviour.
Primary – Brock, Matilda, Dannielle, Coral, Khyleesha, Kruze, Brooklyn, Haiche, Troy, Alison, Charlotte, Jordan, Jazmin, Inara
Secondary – Malee, Lily, Monique, Jamaika-Rose, Shaun

Student Voice - Ngarturna Wangkathi
This year we have given our Student Voice a Kaurna name, Ngarturna Wangkathi which means children speaking. We have a strong
group of students representing their classes voice. Nagrturna Wangkathi will meet each Wednesday afternoon with Aunty Nat as the
staff representative to listen to our students’ voices. Congratulations to the following students who are representing their classes:
Aunty Debbie’s class are still getting settled into school - I will introduce their reps soon!
Aunty Fotina’s class - Troy and Granita
Aunty Candace’s class - Zaiyden and Inara
Aunty Kiara’s class - Jordan and Jazmin
Aunty Jyoti’s home group - Lily and Harlequinn
Uncle Michael’s home group - Tayte, Kaila and Crystal
Aunty Kate/Uncle Phil’s home group - Kynan and Harley

House Points Cup
Every student that comes to Kaurna Plains School gets put into a
house team - Ilya (Black) , Tarnda (Red) and Kardi (Yellow) .
Previously they have only been used for Sports Day. This year,
we are going to develop team pride throughout the year with the
first ever House Points Cup Competition! Your child may have
already been speaking about this as the first challenge to earn
points for their team daily was wearing their full school uniform
daily to earn 5 points for their team. The scoreboard is currently
on a computer system that is displayed in class. Students can
also earn points by earning CORKA tickets or break time cards.
We will run different challenges throughout the year so students

can continue to earn points for their house team. Below is an
example of how the points stood at the end of the day last
Thursday:
Ilya - 640 points
Tarnda - 512 points
Kardi - 407 points
If you are unsure of what house team your child is in, please ask
their class teacher or the front office staff. We will keep you
updated throughout the year with how the teams are travelling.
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Year 1-3 Class
Marni naa pudni,
Welcome to the 2022 school year. It has been a different start to this year learning from
home for the first two weeks. All of the students in the Year 1-3 class have been so
eager to be back at school and learning. We have started our term off well and have all
come back with our CORKA values this year. Showing respect to one and other in the
classroom and respect to our classroom and school space. We have some new furniture
on the way for our classroom that we can share with you in our next newsletter. We
can’t wait to share with you our learning in our classroom space over the year.
The Year 1 - 3 class will be one full of experiences, fun and successful learning. Our year will be set on the foundation of our
CORKA values, growth mindset and culture. We can’t wait to see what this year holds for our learning and how much we can grow
our brains.
Aunty Fotina

Welcome Aunty Fiona
We welcome a new SSO to our classroom this term Aunty Fiona. She has come into our classroom and
straight away made some amazing changes in our classroom. We are so lucky to have her in our classroom
supporting us in our learning. We can’t wait to all learn from each other and grow together in the Year 1-3
classroom. We have an exciting term ahead of us and can’t wait to learn more about Aunty Fiona!

Hello From Aunty Candace
Welcome back to all families, carers and students for 2022! We have already made this term a challenge by starting our year with
home learning. I want to thank all family members for their persistence and support while your child was learning from home. Now
that we are back in the classroom, we have jumped straight into learning. This year in Science, we are learning about the biological
sciences of plants and animals. In Mathematics, we are exploring place value and the properties of numbers. In Literacy, we are
continuing to develop our writing skills through exposition. In Kaurna Language, we are practising our Kaurna Language and learning
more about the importance of Acknowledgement of Country with Uncle Antony. This year HASS is taught by Aunty Natasha where
learning more about our government structure and in Health and PE we are refining our sports skills with Aunty
Natasha as well. We are looking forward to all the adventures we are going to have together this year!
Aunty Candace

Welcome Aunty Janae
This term we welcome our Pre-Service Teacher Janae to
our classroom. Janae joins us from the University of New
England. She has been an SSO for six years and is now so
close to becoming a teacher with this placement being her
last! Welcome to Kaurna Plains School Aunty Janae, we
hope you enjoy your time at our fabulous school and learn
lots with us while teaching us this term.

7-12 Maths and Science
Niina Marni,
We are getting ready for an exciting year in STEM room this
year. Year 7/8s are working on renewable and non-renewable
sources of energy. At the moment they all have chosen a
sustainability goal and doing their research on how community
can contribute towards achieving those goals. Once they finish
they will make sustainability posters which I hope to share with
you all in next newsletter. We are also planning to make solar

cookers and that is why students have been asked to bring shoe
boxes to school if they have any at home.
In Maths we are working on numbers. The 7/8 class if working
on factor trees and BODMAS whereas the 9/10 class is one step
ahead and working on proportions.
Well done everyone - so far it has been a great start to the year!
Aunty Jyoti
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KPS Dress Code Policy

Uniform Policy
Rationale

At Kaurna Plains School R - 12 we believe that the wearing of school uniform and school colours:
▪ promotes pride in our school
▪ enhances our public image
▪ reduces peer pressure
▪ promotes opportunity for equal participation
▪ encourages appropriate clothing for school activities
▪ is economically viable
▪ encourages responsible behavior
▪ wearing school uniforms/colours put students in the mindset to start the school day

SCHOOL COLOURS:

Red, yellow and black only

Tops

School top preferred. OR Red, yellow or black polo shirts, windcheater,
jumper, skivvies, jacket or cardigan (with or without school logo).

Bottoms

Black bottoms/ Jeans, no ripped Jeans.

Dress

Summer dress in school uniform

Yr 6 and Yr 12 Students

Year 6 and Year 12 students have an option of ordering a Commemorative top.

Footwear

Suitable sturdy footwear. Sneakers, lace up plain black rubber soled shoes, or sandals that
support, cover and protect the foot.

Hats

School hats are compulsory in Term 1 and Term 4. Beanies in school colours can be worn
outside during winter. Caps are not part of the school uniform.

Jewellery

Necklaces should not be worn as they are unsafe

•
•

Students will be celebrated for wearing their uniform. Non-compliance will be discussed with parents.
School will support any challenges when accessing uniform.

Casual Days
On casual dress days students are able to wear non-uniform clothing. Clothing and shoes worn on these days must be
appropriate for school, learning and play. Clothes that do not cover shoulders and very short skirts or shorts must not be
worn. Clothing with offensive slogans or images is not appropriate for school wear.
Governing Council Ratified 8/12/2021

Page 7

Community Notices

Tree tots

Storytime
in
the

Garden
playfordlibrary.eventbrite.com

BOOK NOW

Thursdays 10.30am
Join the Playford Library for Story time and
Nature Play activity at the Precinct every
Thursday during school term.
*This session is held outdoors please remember
to bring a hat and wear plenty of sunscreen.

FREE | Ages 2-5 years

The Precinct

112 Coventry Road, Smithfield Plains
Ph: 8256 0333
Civic Centre Library
10 Playford Boulevard, Elizabeth

playford.sa.gov.au/library

Stretton Centre Library
307 Peachey Road, Munno Para
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Community Notices

Want $500 to
help you with
school costs?
Saver Plus is a financial education program for families and
individuals on a tight budget to develop life-long savings habits.
To join Saver Plus, you must:

Here are some of the school costs
the $500 can be used for:

✅ Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession
Card AND an eligible Centrelink payment*
✅ Be studying yourself OR have a child in school
(can be starting school next year)
✅ Have regular income from work (either yourself or
your partner)*
✅ Be 18+ years old

laptops &
tablets

uniforms &
shoes

sports fees
& gear

lessons &
activities

*Many types of income and Centrelink payments are eligible

For more information, please contact your local Saver Plus coordinator:
Michelle Macarthy

books &
supplies

camps &
excursion

DELIVERED BY

Michelle.Macarthy@thesmithfamily.com.au

Australia's longest-running financial
Find out more
at saverplus.org.au
education & matched savings program

0409 986 245 or 1300 610 355

Saver Plus is an initiative of the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ and delivered in partnership with local community organisations.
The program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government Department of Social Services.

Eligible families and individuals on low-income will:
Build budgeting skills
Develop life-long savings habits
Receive up to $500 in matched savings for education costs

*Eligibility criteria applies.

Share Saver Plus
with your
community
To join, participants must:
Have a current health care card
OR pensioner concession card

Be studying yourself OR
have a child in school
Have regular income from work,
yourself OR your partner
For full eligibility requirements, speak to
a Saver Plus Coordinator.
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For more information, refer
participants to:

Community Notices
Saver Plus - Community Resources
Saver Plus is a free financial education program assisting people to save for education costs by matching participants’ savings dollar for dollar,
up to $500, and building financial skills, financial wellbeing, and confidence. The following agencies can help with free financial counselling, food,
emergency assistance and other support services (current September 2021, check with services as their capabilities can change at short notice).
Where to start
www.askizzy.org.au
Ask Izzy can help you to find the services you need,
now and nearby. Find housing, meals, healthcare,
counselling, legal advice, addiction treatment and
more. If you’re on the Telstra or Vodafone mobile
networks, you can access Ask Izzy even if you don’t
have credit or wifi.
www.affordablesa.com.au Ph: 1800 025 539
Access information, resources, support, and services
to best meet your needs. The Helpline provides
information, advice and referrals to appropriate
services such as financial counselling, case work,
advocacy or community education. The Helpline
Service is available from Monday to Thursdays
between the hours of 9.30am and 8pm and Fridays
9.30am and 4.30pm (except Public Holidays) on the
number above.
National Debt Helpline free financial counselling
www.ndh.org.au Ph: 1800 007 007
If you can’t find the answer to your situation on the
website, then call. Free advice or if your matter is
more complex, they can refer you to your closest
face-to-face financial counselling service. Referral to
legal services, crisis food and accommodation services,
and health services.
Gambling Helpline Ph: 1800 858 858
www.gamblinghelponline.org.au
Counselling, support and information to anyone
affected by gambling, including family and friends.
Interpreters and face-to-face referrals can be
organised when required. The service is free,
confidential and non-judgmental.
https://moneysmart.gov.au/managing-debt/urgenthelp-with-money
Where to get help if you’re in crisis or struggling to
make ends meet.

Emergency Assistance
Anglicare Elizabeth Mission
www.anglicaresa.com.au/support/emergencyassistance/elizabeth-the-mission
Elizabeth Ph: 1800 061 551
Free emergency assistance and referrals. Call from
9am Mon–Fri. Free sanitary products. “Customer
Pay” vouchers are available for Northern Community
Food Hub from several agencies, including Michelle on
contact details at the top of this document. Access to
cheap groceries, and free bread, fruit and veg.
Salvation Army
www.salvationarmy.org.au/locations/south-australia/
s055a/community-support-services-playford/
Elizabeth East Ph: 8255 8811
www.salvationarmy.org.au/locations/south-australia/
s100/community-support-services/
Ingle Farm Ph: 8397 9333
Try from 9am and keep calling until you get through,
to make an appointment, for local residents only.
Uniting Communities
www.unitingcommunities.org/service/financial-andenergy-services/financial-support-services
2B Morialta Dr, Smithfield Ph: 8202 5846
Phone between 9am – 1pm to schedule a same day
appointment. Can provide food, clothing and chemist
vouchers, assistance with bills and expenses and
connect to other services.
St Vincent de Paul Society
www.vinnies.org.au/findhelp#!sa Ph: 1300 729 202
Emergency assistance is available by calling between
9am – 1pm, Monday – Friday. Fred’s Van provides

free meals Sundays 12 noon and Wednesdays 6pm,
Langford Dr, Elizabeth. And Sunday 6pm 17 Wiltshire
St, Salisbury.

and services you may be eligible for.

Cos We Care
www.coswecare.org.au
Saturdays, 7:30am - 9:00am. Bags of free food,
toiletries, clothes and footwear.

Women’s Information Service
www.officeforwomen.sa.gov.au/womensinformation-service Ph: 8303 0590
Access to information about SA government, non
government and community services that promotes
choice and empowerment. Online, over the phone
and in person.

Playford Community Fund
www.facebook.com/Playford-Community-FundInc-1595362547414609
2nd Floor Windsor Building, Elizabeth City Centre
Ph: 8255 1599
Call between 9 and 10:30, Mon–Thur. Food services,
plus extra services for people living in Playford.
Uniting in Care Salisbury
www.salisburyuc.org.au/uniting-in-care-salisbury/
uics-services
Free food Monday – Thursday, 9:30 – 3:30pm. No
need to call, but supplies are limited. Must have
Centrelink card. Free meal on Wednesdays at
11:45am.

Low-cost food
Heart and Soul Group
www.heartandsoulinc.com.au
30 Fourth St, Wingfield
Fruit and veg, bakery, pantry items. Discounted snack
foods and other extras for sale from the dollar tables.
Monday to Friday at 10am to 1pm, or order a free
food hamper via online store (delivery is $12).
Puddle Jumpers Incorporated
www.facebook.com/PuddlejumpersSA
Check the Facebook page for days, times, locations.
Donation of $1 or more for running costs, food is free.
The Healthy Food Co
www.playford.sa.gov.au/explore/venues-andfacilities/healthy-food-co
www.facebook.com/PlayfordFoodCoop
After hours pick up from The John McVeity Centre,
call 8287 4299. Low-cost nutritional food products
and grocery items to the whole community at
reasonable prices. Easy Meals that will feed a family of
four, for $11 or less.

Financial services
Good Shepherd Loans
www.goodshep.org.au/services/nils Ph: 13 64 57
www.goodshep.org.au/services/fdvnils
Ph: 1300 031 001
Safe, affordable loans with no interest from $200
to $3000, for essential goods and services, eg white
goods, education, computers, uniforms, car expenses,
medical and dental services. Family and Domestic
Violence No Interest loans can also be used for bond,
rent, legal costs, security items, removalist costs.
Household Relief
www.householdrelief.org.au
No interest loans for people financially impacted by
Covid 19, to pay utility bills, rent, council rates.

Government concessions and payments
www.sa.gov.au/topics/care-and-support/
concessions-and-grants/concessions/concessionfinder
Access a range of concessions to help with household
and other expenses.
www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/topics/
payment-and-service-finder/28656
A Services Australia online tool to see what payments
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Information and support services

Men’s Line Australia
www.mensline.org.au Ph: 1300 78 99 78
Telephone and online counselling service for men,
offering advice and support.
1800RESPECT
www.1800respect.org.au Ph: 1800 737 732
Range of help and support options for people
experiencing sexual, domestic and family violence.

Family Support
Communities for Children
www.salisburyc4c.org.au
www.facebook.com/groups/238376410917170
or search Playford Communities for Children on
Facebook
Support for individuals and families to work together
to create supportive environments for children,
through playgroups, parenting and family support,
parenting courses, dads’ groups, special events etc
Family By Family https://familybyfamily.org.au/
Helps families who are experiencing hard times
to connect with families who have come through
challenges. The families are supported by coaches,
who work with them to set goals and move towards
thriving lives.

Counselling and Mental Health Support
Relationships Australia
www.rasa.org.au Ph: 1300 364 277
Services to help with your family’s wellbeing and
offers individual general counselling as well. Where a
fee applies, it is determined according to household
income and includes concession rates. Fees can be
negotiated or waived.
Sonder
www.sonder.net.au Ph: 8209 0700
Free mental health services. Counselling for children
with emotional, behavioural or mental health
concerns. Therapeutic counselling for people with
mild to moderate mental health concerns. Phonebased counselling for people experiencing mild to
moderate depression, anxiety or stress.
StandBy
South Australia - StandBy (standbysupport.com.au)
Ph: 1300 727 247
A suicide bereavement response service that provides
a 24-hour coordinated community crisis response
to families, friends and associates who have been
bereaved through suicide.
Online help
www.mentalhealthonline.org.au
Comprehensive and effective online services and
programs free of charge for people experiencing
mental distress.
www.emhprac.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
Managing-Your-Mental-Health-Online-6.pdf
Links to various mental health support services,
programs and apps.

