Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 3, Week 6 2021
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Diary Dates

Niina Marni

Friday 27th August
Book Week Assembly (shared
online with families)

What a term it has been – we farewelled Uncle
Tom who has moved back to England temporarily
for family reasons, hence the reason we have the 3
primary classes in the court yard.

Wednesday 15th September
Sports Day
Friday 24th September
Last day of Term 3
Wednesday 29th September
Parent Survey closes

Attendance
This term has seen a fantastic
increase in attendance!
We have loved seeing everyone
at school and learning.
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

68.3%

66.5%

81.8%

distance and collect students from the carpark.
If you come onsite, ensure to check in using the
COVID Safe Check In. Please ensure that we have
your current address and mobile phone number
We also farewelled Uncle Matthew and welcomed in the case that we have another lockdown. This
information can be given to the front office staff. If
Aunty Sangeetha who has taken on the primary
your child is unwell they need to stay home. If they
NIT role.
present with symptoms we will need to call. If they
Aunty Liz has also won an extended position in the
are displaying the following symptoms they should
Department thus, we will see Aunty Jaye finish the
be tested for COVID -19
year at Kaurna Plains.
• fever or chills
• cough
We also welcome Andrew, Taylor and Emily-Kate
• sore throat
• runny nose
who have chosen Kaurna Plains School to undertake • shortness of breath
• loss of taste or smell
their teaching placements. All 3 student teachers are • diarrhoea and vomiting.
in the primary years. We wish them all the best of
Visit SA Health’s website for details of testing
luck and thank them for choosing Kaurna Plains to
centres and clinics.
begin their journey into the teaching profession.
As these restrictions are still in place please follow
Last week we celebrated SSO/ACEO Week.
our Facebook page where we post our latest
We cannot under estimate the hard work that
updates, news and share our students’ amazing
the SSO/ACEO staff do at Kaurna Plains from
learning and celebrations. Due to restrictions we
administration, classroom to community. The
will share our Book Week assembly online this
programs and interventions we have in place are
Friday. We also hope that restrictions are lifted
making a significant impact on our engagement and
by the time we have Sports Day which will be the
attendance at school and as a result we can see
15th of September we will keep you informed. On
that students’ learning is improving greatly as they
our Facebook page you will also see the link to
attend more. We hope that the SSO/ACEO staff
The Parent Survey which closes Wednesday 29th
enjoyed their week of events including the massage
September. Please take the time to complete this
and secret guardian angels.
survey as we see this information as providing
The recent lockdown really sent us into a spin.
us with critical feedback from you as parents/
Thank you to all the families who have returned
caregivers.
promptly and worked with their children to
Stay safe,
complete the packs sent home. We understand
that these times can be challenging. Just a reminder Yours Sincerely
Aunty Ange
that parents still need to wear masks, social
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Student Wellbeing
ReSet Process and Flipping Your Lid
You may hear students talking about ‘ReSet’ or Flipping Your Lid. We are using a
new ReSet process to help students regulate their emotions and bodies so that they
are ready to learn. This is based around the concept of ‘Flipping Your Lid’. ‘Flipping
Your Lid’ is a hand model that explicitly teaches students about their brain and how
it works. Students learn to be in their ‘ready to learn brain’.
The ReSet steps are:
1. Take pulse
2. Interoception activity
3. Calming activity
4. Hydrate
5. Take pulse again
Students first ReSet in class, then can ReSet in another safe
space. If they continue to need ReSets our leadership team
can support and parent meetings are made to discuss.

Mankarra Alya
A girls’ group has started this term for Years 5 - 12. The
group first decided on a name – Mankarra Alya meaning
‘dear girls’. With the support of Aunty Jessie, Aunty Jenaya
and Aunty Aly the group has been discussing their mob,
their Aboriginality and being a strong woman. They have
participated in art design to represent these discussions.
The girls will use the artwork to create a mosaic artwork
for the front of the school. The girls have also made journals
and discussed wellbeing and participated in yoga and sound
baths. Participation has been fantastic and the girls have
improved their attendance by almost 30% on average.

Kura Yerlo
Uncle Jordan has been working to establish a boys’ group
for Years 5 - 12 and next week they start fortnightly visits
to Kura Yerlo. Here they will experience a wide range of
activities including Aboriginal artefact tool making, working
with Aboriginal elders and leaders, garden maintenance,
bike riding and visiting sites of cultural significance around
Adelaide. The boys have discussed expectations around
attendance, engagement and respect. Uncle Antony and Aunty Kate will also be
attending the group and supporting the boys through these activities.

The Sammy D Foundation
The Sammy D Foundation educates young people on the impacts of bullying,
violence drug and alcohol misuse. By providing relevant age appropriate information,
knowledge and tools, the Sammy D Foundation empowers young people to make
positive life decisions for a better community.
The Sammy D Foundation visited Kaurna Plains School and spoke to our Year 5/6
students. They shared the story of Sam Davis – his life and how he fell victim to a
one punch attack when he was only 17 years old.

Assistant Principal - Secondary
We have had the busiest and best term and a half in secondary. We have blasted into this term with our bike program, an upcoming
boys’ group open days and sessions for VET courses, work experience and placements and starting Kaurna Language sessions within
SAASTA classes.
We have had our ongoing planning day for the state-wide STEM congress. We plan to create a virtual reality experience which
give students a tour of Kaurna skies. We will teach students about how mob can tell the time through the stars and the sun, and
understand the seasons as well as a Dreaming from across Australia, what the stars mean to Kaurna mob (wardli parri) and where
we can spot these stars in the night sky.
We are doing more with community which has included attending the Rec in the West event at Tauondi College, where
community members commented on our students’ role model behaviour. At our Assembly, students in Year 1 to 7 performed a
beautiful Acknowledgement of Country. Shayana and I were able to visit the Elizabeth South Education Office and support their
Reconciliation wWeek breakfast with an Acknowledgement explaining. At the moment we are receiving requests each week for
students to perform, speak publicly or give Acknowledgments.
A huge highlight of this year has been our SAASTA Power Cup. At the moment student are working on a public health campaign but
last term students spent 3 days networking, attending a work expo, completing assignments, and taking part in a football carnival. I
was so proud in our students’ resilience and sportsmanship in supporting others. Each morning we would leave by 6.45am and not
return until the evening. Also, we did not return until very late Sunday night but we did spend some time bonding and listening to
Neon Moon, Charlie Pride and Alan Jackson on our drive home. We want to congratulate our students on winning the Road Safety
Award for writing a TV commercial. Our students’ advert was shown at the AFL Indigenous Round
in front of thousands of people, and has already been viewed hundreds of times on the SAASTA and
Road Safety Facebook pages.
We also want to congratulate Latisha who won the Aunty Alice Rigney Award as part of state-wide
celebrations. This is due to her creative approach to her Year 12 studies including creating her own
anime series and novel.
Kind regards,
Antony Yates, Assistant Principal - Secondary

PAT Testing & Phonic Screening Check
Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT)
Until the end of the term, students will be taking part in online Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT). There
are two tests: PAT–R (Reading) and PAT–M (Numeracy). The tests are multiple choice and each one will take
approximately 40 minutes.
Kaurna Plains School will be using these tests to help provide valuable data on student growth and to help us
personalise learning to meet student needs.
Some students may have their test year level adjusted to support them in accessing the test. If you have any questions about this
adjustment, and how it might impact on your child, please feel free to contact Leayshia on 8252 4419.

Phonic Screening Check
A huge WELL DONE to all of the Year 1 students who participated in their Phonics Screening Check this week.
This year, our Phonics Screening Check saw an improvement of 57% when compared to the 2018, 2019 and 2020
data. Also, a big congratulations to all of our Junior Primary and Primary teachers for ensuring our students
achieved their very best.
The Phonics Screening Check is a simple assessment that tells teachers how their students are progressing in
phonics. The Phonics Screening Check is a national check for all Year 1 students in Australia.
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook and keep up with the latest news from Kaurna Plains School.
Aunty Leayshia

Corka Kids & Deadly Learners
Congratulations to the following CORKA Kids and Deadly Learners:
CORKA focus on Organisation:
R/1/2............. Danielle & Zion
2/3/4............. Ka’Leighna & Nevaeh
3/4/5............. Ethan R.M
5/6................. Everyone! (Uncle Tom)
Secondary... Jamaika & Latisha
Deadly Learners:
R/1/2............. Melinda-May & Coral
2/3/4............. Ruby-Lee & Alison
5/6:................ Everyone! (Uncle Tom)
Secondary... Harley & Kaila
Kate-Ellen Hopgood, Student Engagement Leader

Library News
Book Week
This week is Book Week and on Friday we all
get to dress up as a character from any book.
You may decide you want to use something from
home, something a sibling has worn, or even
make a mask.

Dymock’s Children’s Charity
We were lucky enough to be chosen to be a part
of the Dymock’s Children’s Charity that provide
books to encourage a love of reading. We were able to receive
hundreds of books to help with our literacy development.

PRC
We are almost at the end of the Premier’s Reading Challenge, so if you
have some more books to add to your sheets try and get them filled
out soon.
Happy reading,
Aunty Lisa

Reception - Year 1
What a busy first half of the term we have had with several events taking place and opportunities to explore and learn outside in the
Wetlands.
In Maths, we have been exploring addition and subtraction using friendly numbers, counting collection and counting on as strategies to
support our growing knowledge. We have looked at the purpose of the + - and = symbols and have been using these in our Maths Rotation
groups.
We have been designing artwork for the Wetlands bridges and will be supported by some of the senior students to begin painting them
over the coming weeks.
We have also had the opportunity in PE to practise some gymnastics skills exploring balance, coordination and tumbling.
Overall, it has been great start to the term and we will continue to build on these new skills.
We also have a pre-service teacher in our class until the end of the term. Emily-Kate
is in her final year at Uni SA and has already made some strong connections with
your children.
Aunty Debbie, Aunty Fotina and Aunty Lisa

Meet the 2-4 class!
We have had a great start in the 2-4 class
with two classes mixing together meaning
we have new friends to make! I have
been impressed with the CORKA values
shown in the class, particularly the value
of organisation which has been the focus for the past two
weeks. Well done to Shontaye, Tye and Nevaeh who were
our organisation CORKA winners.
Our class has been looking at fractions in Maths and how
we break lines or objects into equal parts like halves and
quarters. Students have been continuing their work on
sounding out phonemes to write their words.
We had a really nice shared table to end our first week
together. The students worked well together to make pizza,
a fruit plate and get the table ready for everyone to share.
Well done to all the students for accepting the new change
and working together to quickly get into a routine.

Natasha Trestrail

Year 3- 5
As we farewell Uncle Tom on his journey overseas
with his family, I welcome the 5/6 students! This
term started with a whirlwind lockdown and then
we changed things up a bit in the classrooms. I am
excited and overjoyed to be the new teacher of
the 5/6 students and welcome them into the newly
refreshed classroom, which looks so professional
with new furniture as well. (See our before and
afters photos of our classroom.)
Already this term we have had National Science
Week, where we have experimented with food,
native ingredients and explored garden plans,
where we talked about sustainability. For PE, we are sharpening our tennis skills ready for our excursion to the National Indigenous Tennis
Carnival and have started our gymnastics program trying out some cool skills. We also have all the excitement of Book Week this week so
keep an eye out for our next newsletter article!
Last week, we said goodbye to our pre-service teacher Andrew who has been working with our class for the past month. We wish him the
best of luck as he continues his degree.
Aunty Candace and the 3-5 class

7-11 Maths and Science
Niina Marni,
This term in Science we are studying biology. STEM congress group is working on finalising their presentation for STEM congress.
We are learning about ecosystems, food chains and food webs. This week we are also celebrating National Science Week. The
theme for this year’s Science Week is ‘Food: Different by design.’ In Primary, students enjoyed cooking with Aunty Rachel and Aunty
Donna on Tuesday using native Australian ingredients.
Some students in Secondary are making mechanical farms in Minecraft and others are working on finding medicinal properties of
various native Australian plants.
In Maths we are exploring geometry, fractions and decimals. Students are making necklaces and measuring area of class furniture.
On a fun note, please see the photo on the right to see how serious our students are about wearing masks!
Aunty Jyoti

Woodwork Classes
For Woodwork classes, the
Secondary middle class have
been undertaking investigations
into their peoples’ totems,
and along with learning linocutting, will be looking to
produce some art pieces which
represent themselves and their
Indigenous identity.
The class have made some
early lino cuts, and after
some research and speaking
to their community, will be
strengthening their cultural
identity along with having some
artefacts that can be shown
around the school. From
Ngarrindjeri to Kaurna, from
Adnyamathanha to Mirning,
students will explore the
importance of these totems
and their position in culture.
Uncle Phil

National Science Week
For National Science Week, students have been focusing on food themed chemical reactions. In these photos the students
investigated what happens when yeast is added to a flour mixture. Also for Science Week, Aunty Donna helped students make
honeycomb and looked at the impact bicarb soda had on a syrup solution.

Secondary school enrolment offers
This term enrolment offers for secondary school will be sent to the families of our year 6 and 7 students. It is important
for you to know that not all schools will send out their enrolment offers at the same time, but they will be sent as close
as possible to 13 August 2021.
Most families will receive their offer via email. If you think you have not received your enrolment offer from your
secondary school, you need to check your junk folder for an email from education.noreply@sa.gov.au.
If you did not provide an email address on your Registration of Interest form, you will receive your enrolment offer in
the mail or it will be handed to you by your child.
If your enrolment offer has not arrived by 18 August, please let the Front Office know and we can follow up with the
secondary school on your behalf.
If you need support to accept your enrolment offer, it is best to contact your allocated secondary school and they can
step you through the process.

Community Notices
MAN WITH A PRAM
FATHER’S DAY WALK
Celebrating Fatherhood

n's
ChildrePrograms

Books Bugs Storytime
Bookings Essential

SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER, 2021

Para Wirra Conservation Park
Gawler Oval Shelter
(Bus available from Kaurna Plains Children’s Centre
departing 9:30am and returning at 12:30pm. Please contact centre if bus transport is required on 8209 3840)

10:00am Sign in for free coffee, egg & bacon roll
Book Bugs (Birth - 2 years)
Mondays 9.30am & 10.30am
| Civic Centre

Tuesdays 9.30am
| Stretton Centre

10:30am Start Walk

Storytime (2 - 5 years)
Wednesdays 10.30am
| Civic Centre
Fridays 10.30am
| Stretton Centre

There is no Entry Fee to Para Wirra for those
registered to attend Man with a Pram Fathers Day
Walk
Bookings via Eventbrite at:

Civic Centre Library
10 Playford Boulevard
Elizabeth

Stretton Centre Library
307 Peachey Road
Munno Para

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/man-with-a-pram-fathers-day-walk-celebrate-the-importantrole-dads-play-tickets-1

For More Information call Kerrin on 0435 391 917

Book through Eventbrite OR phone the Library on: 8256 0333

Back on Track
a men’s group for positive change

Are you hurting or scaring someone you care about?
Is violence causing problems in your relationship?
Would you like different ways to deal with your anger?
If you are thinking about making changes to become a better partner or father
you don’t have to go it alone, join us for a 12 week program.
When:

Thursdays, 2 September - 18 November 2021

Where: Relationships Australia South Australia | 13 Elizabeth Way, Elizabeth
Times:

6.00pm - 8.00pm

Bookings are essential. For more information and to book, call us on 8255 3323.

Community Notices

Bringing Up Great Kids

Caring Dads

Helping fathers be better dads

Communities for Children will be running the six week Bringing Up Great Kids program.
Learn more about:
•
•
•
•

Parenting styles and strategies
Understanding your children’s behaviour
Parent-child communication
Self-care and finding support

Do you sometimes have angry thoughts about your kids or their mum?
Are you worried about the way you act towards your kids or their mum?
At times it can be hard to be the kind of dad you want to be.

When:

Tuesdays 17 August - 21 September 2021 | 12.30pm - 2.30pm

Where:

John Hartley Children’s Centre | 199 Peachey Road, Smithfield Plains

Caring Dads can help you to have better and more respectful relationships with your kids
and their mum.

Cost:

Free

When:

Thursdays, 5 August to 28 October 2021 | 12.00pm - 2.00pm

Where:

Relationships Australia South Australia | 13 Elizabeth Way, Elizabeth

Cost:

Free

Sessions are held once a week, for 6 consecutive weeks.
This group is for families living in the Playford area.
Bookings are essential. For more information and to book call the Community Projects
team on 8250 6600.

Bookings are essential. For more information and to book, call us on 8255 3323.

Developed by the Australian Childhood Foundation

This is a Communities for Children activity funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services

Parenting and Children Courses
in the North

For more information about these courses or to register call 8250 6600

Infant Massage | Salisbury
Connect with your baby through Infant Massage

Term 3 2021

Term 4 2021

Infant Massage
Wednesdays, 11 August – 8 September
Salisbury Family Hub

Bringing Up Great Kids
Thursdays, 14 October – 18 November
Salisbury Family Hub

Circle of Security
Tuesdays, 5 August – 23 September
Family Zone

Infant Massage
Wednesdays, 20 October – 17 November
Ingle Farm Community Centre

Bringing Up Great Kids
Tuesdays, 17 August – 21 September
John Hartley Children’s Centre

Parenting Together
Thursdays, 28 October – 25 November
Family Zone

Infant Massage
Tuesdays, 24 August – 21 September
Kaurna Plains Children’s Centre

The Garden
Tuesdays, 12 October - 30 November
Kaurna Plains Children’s Centre

Infant Massage is a free group for parents and caregivers with babies under 12 months.
• Communicate with your baby through touch
• Help reduce your baby’s crying times, improve sleep, and lower stress levels
• Learn to read your baby’s body language and cues.

When:

Wednesdays, 11 August – 8 September 2021 | 10.00 to 11.30am

Where:

Salisbury Family Hub | 34 Church St, Salisbury

Cost:

Free

Sessions are held once a week, for 5 consecutive weeks.
Preference is given to families living in the Salisbury area.
Bookings are essential. For more information and to book call the Community
Projects team on 8250 6600.

Circle of Security
Tuesdays, 19 October – 7 December
Playford

This is a Communities for Children activity funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services

This is a Communities for Children activity funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services

Community Notices
Meet the Family Centre Team:
Mary Oberer
Acting Director
You will see Mary either at the preschool or
the Children’s Centre. She is here to help
you with anything to do with your child,
enrolling them in kindy, helping you to access
Children’s Centre programs and happy to
chat about any concerns regarding your
child.
Tel: 8209 3841
Dl.leaders.2621@schools.sa.edu.au

Karen Purdie,
Occupational Therapist
Please get in touch with Karen if you
would like support around your child’s
development in the areas of: play, motor skills, everyday activities (like sleeping, eating, dressing, toilet training
Mobile: 0429 902 834

Di Nelson,
Speech pathologist,
Di can help if you are worried about how
your child talks (if you have trouble unEmail: megan.hickman2@sa.gov.au
derstanding them, or if they are not unMegan is our family practitioner. The aim derstanding you, or if you don�t think
of the family practitioner role is to imthey are talking like other children their
prove the safety and wellbeing of chilage), or if you are worried about how
dren where there is a high risk of child
protection concerns.
they are eating.
The Family Practitioner Program will pro- Mobile: 0429 934 715
vide a case management service and
Email: diana.nelson@sa.gov.au

What’s On at the
Family Centre

Megan Hickman,
Family Practitioner
Mobile: 0428 026 569.

support the development of parental
skills and knowledge that will promote
safety and improve the wellbeing and
resilience in a child’s life and environment. Families engaged with the Family
Practitioner Program develop sustained
links with Children’s Centres and community supports.

Tessa Lennon,
Administration Officer
Tessa is the friendly face at the front counter
and can assist with enquiries about any of
the Family Centre programs.
Tel: 8209 3840
Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday
8.30am-4.30pm

Naa Marni,
A warm welcome to you and your
family.

Kerrin Donnelly,
Community Development
Coordinator
Kerrin works to connect families to community activities, programs and other organisations.

At Kaurna Plains Children’s Centre we
work with other service providers
and agencies to deliver integrated
services for your child and family and
create a space where you & your
family can belong, get involved and
participate in community.

Kaurna plains children’s centre

Programs at Kaurna Plains Children’s
Centre are free to attend and open to
all Aboriginal families with young
children.

Mobile: 0435 391 917
Email: Kerrin.donnelly@sa.gov.au

69 Ridley Road,
Elizabeth SA 5112

https:/www.facebookkaurnaplainschildrenscentrepage

Nunga Playgroup
Learning Together
Mondays
9.30am-11.30am
For families
with children birth to 4
years.
Thurza 042 828 6349
Kerrin 8290 3840

Infant Massage
Tuesdays
5 week program
Aug 24-Sep 21
10am-11.30am
Bookings & Enquiries:
Relationships Australia
SA 8250 6600

Child & Family Health
Service

Kids Out On Country

Visits to Playgroup
Monday 26th July
Monday 16th August
Monday 13th September

9.30-12.30

Father’s Day

is celebrated this year on
Sunday 5th September.
Watch for more information about how we will
celebrate Dad’s Day at the
family centre.
Aboriginal & Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day
August 4th, 2021
A couple of events are
planned to celebrate ATSI
Children’s Day

Thursdays
Trips to the bush and
beach, getting out on
country and connecting
with culture.

Speak with Kerrin 8209 3840

Ring 8209 3840

Community Lunch
Soup & Damper Days
12.30pm
Join us in the community
room for a soup & damper
lunch.
29th July, 2021
19th August, 2021
16th September, 2021

Family Market Day
Thursday Afternoons
(food is usually ready for
collection by 1pm)

Having trouble with bills?
Melissa, Budget Worker from Uniting Communities is
available at the Family Centre on
Thursdays from 10am-4pm
Drop in or call for an appointment

Sharing Stories & Culture
This year we have enjoyed a
number of visits from Community members and elders who
have shared their stories with
children.

‘deadly ways to have deadly days’

OZ Harvest food delivery.
Come along for a cuppa, a
yarn and take home a bag
of food.

We welcome any parents,
grandparents or community
members who would like to
share their story and culture
with children.

Northern Carers
Aboriginal Elders
Social
Support Group
4th Thursday Month
Aboriginal Carers Group
2nd Friday Month
Groups held monthly.
For information about
dates and times call
Aboriginal Community
Garden
An exciting opportunity
to learn about gardening,
growing food and eating
healthy!
Fortnightly groups on
Fridays starting 23rd July
or enjoy the garden at
your leisure.

Community Notices

