Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 2, Week 10 2021
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Diary Dates

Niina Marni

Friday 2nd July
Last day of Term 2

What a beautiful way to start of our NAIDOC celebrations of Heal Country, heal our nation for
the week with a community breakfast and final assembly.

Wishing everyone a safe
and happy holiday break!
Monday 19th July
First day of Term 3

Congratulations to the two Principal Award recipients Justice Mercer and William Elms. All staff at
Kaurna Plains voted unanimously for these two students.
Justice Mercer: Fantastic attendance, outstanding improvement in her learning and always trying her
best. Friendly, well-mannered and always showing her CORKA values.
William Elms: Improved attendance from 40% in Term 1 to 80% in Term 2. Outstanding
improvement in his learning. One of the kindest, most helpful students at Kaurna Plains and always
showing his CORKA values.
I would also like to congratulate everyone
on their attendance this term. We have
improved from 55% to 63%. For the
remainder of the year we will continue
to work hard on attendance as increased
attendance improves your child’s learning.
As a result of the improved attendance we
have seen excellent growth over all year
levels in students learning!!! What a great
team effort. Yard behaviour and classroom
behaviour also has improved as more
students are engaged in their learning.

Jamaya is a Ngarrindjeri and
Narungga artist and an ex-student
of Kaurna Plains School. We feel
very lucky to have Jamaya working
with us during NAIDOC Week,
creating some beautiful artwork
with our students. You can follow
Jamaya on Facebook and Instagram
at Tjameiyari Art.

As a part of the NAIDOC celebrations we are so thrilled to welcome back a past student Jamaya
Branson who since leaving school has become an accomplished artist and business woman in her
own right. Her business name is Tjameiyari - please check out her Facebook page and support this
incredible artist. This week Jamaya is working with Aunty Jessie Walker, who also is a fantastic artist
to complete a panel piece showcasing the heal country theme with all students R-12. The art work
looks amazing already! Once completed it will hang in the courtyard along with the work of Uncle
Leslie Giles who this week will be working with the boys on how to play the digeridoo.
(Continued over)
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Principal’s Message continued
Importantly, we also have our annual NAIDOC Art Competition in honour of Uncle Colin Weetra which has a strict criteria based
on the NAIDOC theme and the story behind the artwork. BAE Systems will be displaying and judging the art work next week and
the winners will be announced next term.
This term we also farewell Aunty Liz who has won a secondment to work in curriculum for the department. Staff and students will
dearly miss Aunty Liz but we wish her the best of luck in her new adventures. With that we welcome Jayne Hines to secondary who
will be filling in for Aunty Liz next term.
Again, given the recent news updates we are aware of the COVID-19 outbreaks around the country and the lockdown of borders.
Our department follows the guidelines of SA Health. At this stage we encourage parents to communicate via phone rather than
onsite. If onsite please follow social distancing, continue to use the provided hand sanitiser, keep sick child/ren home and sign in or
use the QR code. The school will keep you updated.
Finally, have a safe and happy holiday break and I look forward to seeing you all next term.
Yours Sincerely
Aunty Ange

Attendance Matters
Over the course of this year we have raised our whole school attendance by 8%!
Our best attenders and most improved attenders for Term 2 are:
Class
Reception
1/2
3–5
5/6
7 /8

Best Attender
Oliver Rennie-McLean
Kayden Rennie
Ethan Rennie-McLean
Blake Cooper-Godfrey
Harlequin Burr and Makayla Buse

Most Improved
Granita Bonney
William Elms
Adrina Karpany
Kevin Karpany
Annie Beres

9 / 10
11 / 12

Harley Buse
Latisha Dodd

Phoenix Bonney
Natalie Martin

Please continue to notify us of any planned or
unplanned absences. Next term we start a pilot
project focussed on attendance, which aims to
help staff and community increase opportunities
for our students to engage in their learning at
school.

Literacy - Phoneme Fingers
This term our junior primary students have been using their
‘phoneme fist’ and ‘phoneme fingers’ as a strategy to help them
sound out words. A phoneme is the is smallest unit of sound
within a word. For example, the word ‘dog’ is made up of three
phonemes – ‘d’, ‘o’, and ‘g’. The word “chain”, although it has five
letters, is also made up of three phonemes ‘ch’, ‘ai’ and ‘n’. Using
their ‘phoneme fingers’ to break down words into their individual
sounds will help to assist spelling and will also help students ‘see’
each sound of the word on their own fingers.
Get your children to show you how they use their ‘phoneme
fingers’ at school and help them to hear the phonemes in
words by using this strategy at home. Regular practice of their
phonemes will ultimately support students to become more
fluent making the process of reading easier.
Not only can you help your children by pointing out sounds in
picture books, but you can also help them to become aware of
the phonemes they see around them. Talk
about letters on signs, posters, in shopping
centres or wherever else you might see
them.
Using Phoneme Fingers:
The word ‘CAT’ = C-A-T this will have 3
fingers and one sound is put on each finger
in turn.

Story Box Library
With school holidays upon us just a
reminder that all of our families have
access to Story Box Library.
Your child can watch favourite stories,
read aloud by fabulous storytellers, at
home as well as in the classroom.
To access Story Box Library at home:
1) Visit www.storyboxlibrary.com.au
2) Choose Log In from the top right corner of the screen
3) Log in using the username and password provided below
4) Enjoy the library of stories on any device with internet
connection
USERNAME: Kaurna PASSWORD: Kaurna92
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook and keep up
with the latest news from Kaurna Plains School.

Interoception at KPS
Interoception is one of our senses. It is the awareness of bodily cues like our heart beat, temperature and breathing.
Our emotions feel different in our body and interoception teaches us how to notice this. Data shows that using
interoception at school helps to decrease the heart rate, increase engagement in learning and friendships, along with
decreasing stress and helping anxiety.

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already available
Nationally
Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD)
in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under
the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD
guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:
• year of schooling
• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
• level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice,
supplementary,
or extensive.
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Reception - Year 1
Reception - Year 1 class have committed to Caring for Country by undertaking the cleaning up of the Wetlands area. The children have
worked on clearing fallen leaves and branches. They have also been re-mapping the pathways that connect the three bridges back to the
Meeting Place. Whilst this work is hard, it offers the children the opportunity to work together and make connection to Country; the
children are continually inputting their ideas and demonstrating care and compassion. They have spent time planting seasonal vegetables,
cleaning out the chicken coop, learning how to carefully hold the animals and respectfully leave them alone observing the animal’s
behaviours and allowing the ducks to move around the environment freely.
After all their hard work during the SAKG program Aunty Donna and Uncle Yani worked with the class making damper, honey and lemon
myrtle tea and sharing foods using native ingredients.
Next term we will continue with this project and hope to host a performance out there for you all to come along and watch.
Have a safe and happy break.
Aunty Debbie, Aunty Fotina and Aunty Bron

NAIDOC Week in the 1-2 class
With the NAIDOC Week theme being ‘Heal Country’ this year,
the 1-2 students have reflected and discussed ways that we can care
for Country. We explored the theme of ‘Heal Country’ and we
came up with why we should take care of Country and how we can
do this. The students said we learn, grow and meet on this land so
we need to respect and take care of it. The land gives us food and
water that helps us live and grow so we need to look after it. In
SAKG we have been looking after our gardens, planting new things
to grow and using what is grown in the garden to make yummy
food. It has been great to see the students making connections
between what they have been doing in SAKG with the theme for
NAIDOC Week.

‘Revolting Rhymes’ Performance
On Monday 28th of June, the Reception - Year 2s went over to Playford International College to watch the Year
9/10s perform ‘Revolting Rhymes’. They did two performances, ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and ‘Goldilocks’ but with
a bit of a funny twist. We enjoyed watching the performances and demonstrated how
we could be a good audience. Some of our students then got the chance to be a part
of the play and even do some of the things behind the scenes such as sounds and lights.
We had so much fun! Thanks to the Year 9/10 PIC Drama students for inviting us over.

Year 3- 5
The 3,4,5 class has been busy
exploring lots of new things this
term. Check out the amazing
work that our students have been
creating!
Students have been exploring long
vowel sounds and the alternative
spelling patterns. This learning
will assist students with sounding
out unknown words and supports
spelling of words. For our reading
and writing this term we have been
exploring the infamous ‘Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory’ by
Roald Dahl. Exploring the language,
character development, language
features and narrative structure we
have then begun writing about our
own room within the Chocolate
Factory. We celebrated finishing
our reading by viewing the original
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory” and then viewed the more recent remake “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”. This gave students the opportunity to reflect and
compare the similarities and differences between the story and films.
In S.A.K.G, this term the class has made many recipes with native ingredients including; damper and wattle seed biscuits with Aunty
Donna. With Uncle Yanni, students have been clearing up the gardens around the school, planting new produce ready for the next season
cycle and even getting a taste at boomerang throwing! In the classroom, we have continued to explore composting and why the process of
composting is important for our gardens.
For Mathematics our class has begun using the application Prodigy. This application has been a
fun and engaging way to introduce new concepts to students. If you have internet access and an
iPad or computer speak to Aunty Candace about accessing this application at home.
NAIDOC and Reconciliation Week:
We have also celebrated
Reconciliation and NAIDOC
Week this term with
excursions to Northern Sound
System, Kids on Country,
Adelaide Botanic Gardens
and the Adelaide Museum.
We read stories that shared
the experiences of children
during the Stolen Generation
and discussed the National
Apology.
Aunty Candace and the 3-5
class

Year 5 - 6
Niina marni,
On Thursday the 10th of June, Year 5-7 students went to the Adelaide Parklands to
take part in ‘Kids on Country’.
Kids on Country is a day to celebrate and learn more about Kaurna culture and
encourage Aboriginal kids to walk on their Country and learn about and share their
culture.
Upon arrival, we were welcomed with a smoking ceremony, before moving off to
complete activities like ochre painting and a bushwalk tour. We then participated in a
Kaurna dance workshop. Last, but not least we were shown some native animals from
‘Animals Anonymous’. They were all so cute and we had the opportunity to pat most of
them.
We had a great day celebrating our great culture. Thanks to Aunty Lisa, Aunty Donna
and Aunty Aly for joining Uncle Tom and making the day as good as it was.
Uncle Tom and the 5-6 class
Kaurna miyurna, Kaurna yarta, ngadlu tampinthi.

Library News
On Wednesday 30th June, all primary students participated in an online assembly with author Dimity Powell as part of our Books In
Homes Program. The students also received 3 books each to keep and add to their home library collection.
We almost have all of our primary students finished their Premier’s Reading Challenge sheets and one class has even finished a bonus
sheet! We also have a student from secondary who has completed their sheet as well. Awesome job everyone!
Please remember to have a look at home over the holidays for any books that may be hiding and return them back to the school.
Next term we have Book Week! This is an event in which we celebrate Australian authors and illustrators. In Week 6 we will also be
having a parade, so it is a good time to get your thinking caps on as to what you might like to come as.
Uncle Tom’s class and secondary - remember that you can keep up your reading at home over the holidays by accessing the Literacy Pro
eBooks. These books can also go towards your Premier’s Reading Challenge sheets.
Happy Reading,
Aunty Lisa

Community Notices

IN 2022
Parent Update
Week 9, Term 2 – 2021
Looking beyond year 7

Benefits to high school communities

In 2022, year 7 and 8 students will start high school in
the same year for the first and only time. We are working
hard to ensure the move is smooth and successful for
all families and our broader school communities.

Feedback from all the schools in our pilot program showed they
benefitted from having year 7s on site. The pilot has involved three
public high schools, which started welcoming year 7s in 2019.
Teachers found the year 7s to be full of energy and optimism, which
was a positive for the culture of their wider school communities.

Support for year 8s
Every age of schooling is important, and our schools
will continue catering for the needs of all students.
While our 2022 year 7 group is receiving a lot of focus in
the lead-up to its historic move to high school, our schools
are continuing to fully support year 8 students starting high
school in 2022. Our schools are highly experienced at running
transition programs to ensure year 8s feel welcomed in their
new settings. The programs also have a strong focus on
helping students form new friendships. This will not change
under the year 7 to high school move. Both year 7 and year
8 students will be provided with full transition programs.

Managing interactions between
different year levels
Frameworks already exist in public schools to manage interactions
between students of different ages. They already operate in our
Birth to 12, Reception to 12 and Area schools. Many schools
run peer mentor programs with older students and will have
designated yard spaces for 7 and 8 students for lunch and
recess. Check with your school about what they offer.

Our senior students remain a key focus
Our schools are very capable of managing student needs
and parents can be assured that senior students will continue
to receive the attention they require for their learning.

Impact on primary schools
Naturally, overall student numbers will drop in our
primary schools when year 7 moves to high school.
The government has made a commitment not to close schools
as part of the year 7 to high school move. We are offering topup funding to some eligible regional schools to ensure they
don’t drop class numbers due to the departure of year 7.
Some primary school teachers are choosing to apply for
new high school positions that have been created because
of the move. Welcoming them into our high schools will
ensure students continue to benefit from their extensive
knowledge of year 7 curriculum and teaching methods.

Where to find out more
Stay informed through your school and the Department for
Education’s website: www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS.
Or share your feedback with the project team
by emailing: Year7toHS@sa.gov.au.

