Kaurna Plains School
Newsletter - Term 1, Week 11 2021
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Diary Dates

Niina Marni

Community Breakfasts:
Wednesday 5th May, Friday
4th June & Friday 28th June

Wow, what a term it has been!!!

Assemblies:
Friday 14th May, Friday 28th May
& Friday 25th June

Also a reminder that Final Assembly is this Friday – awards will be presented to students who
have the best attendance, CORKA behaviour and the Principal’s Award. I will also hand out the
free excursion class reward for the class who has the best attendance.

Friday 9th April
Last day of term 2pm dismissal
Monday 26th April
Anzac Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 27th April
First day of Term 2
Friday 7th May
Pupil Free Day
Monday 24th May
SACE Check in
11th - 21st May
NAPLAN
Monday 14th June
Queen’s Birthday Public
Holiday
Monday 28th June – Thursday
1st July
Career Counselling &
Pathways

It has been fantastic to see all the amazing learning happening at Kaurna Plains so this
newsletter will be action packed.

I would like to congratulate the parents/caregivers who won positions on the Governing
Council at last week’s AGM – Lynda Hopgood, Andrea Burr and Rachel Godfrey.
A big thank you to all those parent/caregivers who attended their child/s One Plan meetings.
This is a critically important meeting to have with your child’s teacher to discuss their learning
and needs. If you still would like to meet with the teacher please let the front office staff know.
This term we farewell Aunty Wendy who will return to her previous site. We thank her for all
her support she has given us over the last two terms.
A big congratulations to Aunty Carrie-Ann who has won the job as the front admin person for
the remainder of the year.
Next term we have some significant celebrations including NAIDOC, Reconciliation Week and
National Sorry Day. As COVID restrictions ease we will celebrate these events with families.
Also coming back will be Community Breakfasts held 3 times in the term to begin with. Other
significant dates are NAPLAN, the continuation of One Plan updates, mid-year reports and
our Pupil Free Day on Friday 7th May for Berry Street Training and IESP Planning.
I wish everyone a wonderful holiday break and look forward to seeing you all in Term 2.
Yours Sincerely,
Aunty Ange, Principal
(Pictured above: Living Kaurna Cultural Centre Excursion - Reception to Year 6)
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STUDENTS WITH MEDICATIONS
There are some very firm Department for Education requirements that
we need to meet with regard to students who need medication. Please
call the office on 8252 4419 if you have any questions at all about
student medications and/or medical conditions.
Here are some important reminders:
* Student medications must be in the original box, with their name,
drug strength and dosage on the label.
* The medication must be accompanied by a medication agreement
filled out by their medical professional. The dosage, strength and drug
name MUST match the medication packaging.
* If a student requires antibiotics, it’s not to be brought to school. The

MEDICATION
Notice

Department for Education advises that 3x per day antibiotics should
be taken in the morning, straight after school then just before bed.
* Staff aren’t able to administer analgesia to students, such as Panadol
or Nurofen.
* If a student requires short term medication during the school day,
caregivers will be required to come to the school to administer it.
We like to avoid this if possible, so as not to interrupt learning.
* When more medication is brought to the school, it MUST be brought into the front office by an adult. We are not allowed to
accept it from students and it’s not safe for them to be charged with its responsibility. Please don’t give medication to class
teachers. There are Department protocols for signing in more medication supply.

Congratulations
CONGRATULATIONS to Tanya and Danny Buse who won the Easter raffle by attending One Plan
meetings for their students. Enjoy eating all of those chocolatey goodies guys!

Primary Wellbeing
Meet Natalea Jenkins, Assistant Principal Primary Wellbeing
What a busy first term it’s been, getting to know staff, students and families at KPS! I have
loved working with students helping them to engage with their learning. We have had a big
planning term with One Plans being complete and signed, so all students have individualised
learning plans. Next term I hope to touch base with all families and work more in
classrooms to improve wellbeing and engagement for everyone. We had one wellbeing
group run this term with Relationships Australia and we plan for even more next term.
Term 2 will also see an attendance push, with a focus on late arrivals and early departures
as well. Thanks to everyone who has made me feel so welcome!

Nutrition Program
The Nutrition Program with Aunty Rachel this week was making delicious pizzas for the students’ lunchboxes. There were lots of
healthy toppings to choose from to put onto the pizza bases which Aunty Candace’s class made themselves.
Well done everyone - the pizzas smelt delicious!!
Aunty Rachel and Aunty Donna

Literacy Leader
Facebook
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook and keep up with
the latest news from Kaurna Plains School.

NAPLAN
In Week 9 this term, some of our students participated in the NAPLAN
practice test which was administered across the state. Next term all
Kaurna Plains students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9, will be participating in the
online NAPLAN tests from the 11th to the 21st of May.
NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents to see how
their child is progressing in literacy and numeracy against the national
standard and compared with their peers throughout Australia. At the
classroom level, NAPLAN provides additional information to support
teachers’ professional judgement about student progress.
If you have any queries or concerns about your child’s participation in
NAPLAN online please don’t hesitate to contact Leayshia on 8252 4419.

Intervention
Currently our literacy intervention is in full swing at Kaurna Plains. Our
intervention programs are being delivered by our highly skilled SSOs and
teachers and offer intensive literacy support in the areas of phonological
awareness, phonics, speech and language, and reading. Some of the
programs currently delivered include Minilit, Macqlit, Word Attack and
the SPELD Literacy Intervention program. If you have any questions or
concerns, or would like to know how your child is being supported, please
contact Leayshia on 8252 4419.
Aunty Leayshia

Living Kaurna Cultural Centre Excursion - Reception to Year 6
On Friday 26th of March, the Reception to Year 6 students visited the Living Kaurna Cultural Centre. All students had a tour of the area
with Uncle Tom. He shared stories about the area and our students were able to connect and share their knowledge, especially with the
Tjilbruke Story. Uncle Tom also talked about the Kaurna shield and how it is made. We explored the wetlands area and some of the special
plants in the area. We also did some art while we were down there for the Centre to display. The students created some brilliant art using
stories, symbols and
their own ideas to
create their work. It
was a great day and
the students had a lot
of fun.

Primary STEM
During Term 1, all R-6 classes have been learning about Physical Sciences in my
Science/Technology lessons. In Aunty Debbie’s R-1 class, we have been learning about
movements of people and objects, such as push, pull, bounce, spin, slide, forwards,
backwards, sideways, etc. In Aunty Candace’s 3-5 class, we have been learning about
sources of heat, and whether it is caused by electricity (e.g. heater), burning (e.g. Sun) or
friction/movement (e.g. rubbing hands together). In Uncle Tom’s 5-6 class, we have been
learning about sources of light, shadows, reflection and refraction.
In the photos, we have Aunty Nat’s 1-2 class. The class have been learning about light
and sound. Alison has shown that when a lion roars, the sound waves vibrate through the
air and travel to our ear. Ruby-Lee has shown that the Sun’s rays of light travel and we
can see it in our eyes. Charlotte has shown all the sources of light and sound on a car.  
Matthew Taylor, Primary STEM Teacher

Harmony Week at Kaurna Plains School
March 15th to March 21st was Harmony Week. Harmony Week celebrates cultural diversity and also teaches
us to respect everyone, no matter what their background is. Students engaged in learning in the classroom
about Harmony Week. On the 17th of March, the R-6 classes participated in activities to celebrate. They had
a number of activities to complete such as art, making bracelets, decorating donuts, doing a food and flag quiz
and playing a sport. The kindy kids came over to join in the fun. All students participated extremely well.

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden
I hope everyone had a really happy Easter and a lovely break!
Some of our students made some tasty fruit and yummy chocolate hot cross buns last week.
Our students served them with fig and apple jam that we made from fruit harvested from our
fruit trees at Kaurna Plains.
We are making Anzac biscuits this week to remember one of the Anzac Day traditions with
the addition of some rosemary to add a unique flavour.
We welcome Uncle Yanni to Kaurna Plains. Uncle Yanni will be working with Uncle Pete and I
in our Kitchen Garden Program.
Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday!
Aunty Donna

Reception - Year 1
What a fantastic first term at school your children have had, learning, understanding our classroom routines and expectations, hosting
an assembly, going on an excursion, taking part in a soccer program, demonstrating CORKA values and
behaviours, making friends and having fun.
We hope they all have a safe and happy school holidays and we are looking forward to seeing them continue
to grow next term.
Aunty Debbie, Aunty Bron and Aunty Fotina

Year 1- 2
What has been happening in the 1-2 class?
The 1-2 students have been working on their narrative writing.
Over the last 4 weeks, they have been challenged to write
new ideas using story dice. They roll a character, a place and
a problem and then write a story. They have come up with
some great ideas! A few examples have been included to
show their amazing work. We are also talking about making
books that are published so they can be read by other people.
Congratulations to Kayden who is the first to make a published

Ruby-Lee

Haiche

book! His book is about a baby dragon who is down by a lake and hears a loud snap. It is a crocodile that bites the
baby dragon. The baby dragon puts a band-aid on to solve the problem.
Kayden’s published book:
Kaisely

We have also been busy in the kitchen and garden. We have planted celery, cabbage and cauliflower in the
wetlands. We have also been planting Woolworths Discovery Garden seeds, hoping to grow some new
plants. We have been crushing lemon myrtle leaves for gifts and also making damper. We look forward to
seeing the new plants growing so that we can cook with them.
Aunty Natasha

Year 3- 5
What a busy term we have had! The Year 3-5 students have been busy in the classroom getting to know each other,
establishing routines and expectations and doing lots of exploration and learning!! We have been learning about our
place that is Australia, locating states and capitals on a map and what each state is ‘famous’ for. They have explored
number and value using manipulatives to help build our understanding and exploring real world problems. Throughout
Literacy students have been learning more about sound patterns in words to help them build larger more complex
words. Students have built upon their understanding of meaning when they are reading and wow, have we done LOTS of
reading this term!! In Writing we have been exploring narratives and all the features that make a narrative great!
We have also been doing lots of learning outside of the classroom. Around our own school yard students have been
interacting with our gardens and learning about the process of composting and even finding a few different little creatures
hiding in our wetlands and gardens. We appreciate how the garden has been a part of our school lives for a long time.
With Aunty Donna students have been able to cook up some delicious muffins and Anzac biscuits sharing them with their classmates.
Excursions are always a great way to learn about things in a new, unfamiliar environment and this term the excursion to the Kaurna Living
Cultural Centre was nothing less than absolutely amazing!! Students had the opportunity to tour the area with Uncle Tom and learn more
about how our country used to look and how the Kaurna people lived on the land. We also created some artworks that we left at the Kaurna
Living Cultural Centre for them to display leaving a bit of Kaurna Plains behind for them!
A short reminder to families as we head into Term 2, these learning opportunities for your child/ren are so important and sometimes an early
pick-up can mean that your child misses that opportunity. Where possible please limit early pick-ups of your child, or communicate with the
front office/classroom teacher so that we can be organised for the collection of your child. We use Class Dojo in our classroom which is a
great way to communicate directly with me and an easy way to see the progress your child is making in the classroom as well. Please contact
me with an email address so I can add you to our Class Dojo.
With Term 1 almost finished we are now looking towards Term 2 and all the fun, opportunities and learning that we will be having! Have a fun
and safe school holidays!!
Aunty Candace

Year 5 - 6
Niina marni,
In Literacy we have been looking at the genre of fantasy. You would have seen fantasy movies and read or listened to fantasy books many
times. Think Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, Pirates of the Caribbean and The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe – even Alice in Wonderland,
Peter Pan and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.
We have been focussing on the book Deltora Quest – Forest of Silence by Emily Rodda. We have listened to, read and interpreted Deltora
Quest and shown an understanding of character development in relation to plot and setting.
We have been inspired by Emily Rodda’s work. We have learnt so much about her – including how her real name isn’t actually Emily Rodda.
She has taught us that we are all authors and that you can be as creative as possible. Deltora Quest was also made into a Japanese anime,
which we have been watching from time to time.

For Maths lessons we have been developing our number
concepts. Understanding patterns, rounding, problem solving,
estimating and identify factors and multiples have made us into
mathematicians.
One place in Art that we regularly see mathematical patterns is
in weaving. Australia has a long tradition of weaving. Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders have historically made a range of
different items such as bags, baskets, ceremonial items, fishnets
and rugs by weaving plant and animal fibres.

In the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden we have been working hard in the kitchen and
garden. We have made jams and coleslaw as well as orange donuts for Harmony Week.
We’re working on clearing dead growth in the garden.
We’ve been discussing making positive choices to fulfil a healthy life. This was started when
the Life Education van came to our school.
We have also been developing our teamwork and team dynamics through cricket. Our
skills have improved and we expect to represent Australia in the near future.
Uncle Tom and the 5-6 class
Kaurna miyurna, Kaurna yarta, ngadlu tampinthi

Secondary News
It has been a huge Term 1!
This year we have gone from two senior classes to specialist subjects taught by specialist teachers including SAASTA at Playford
International College. So far students are loving the variety and new subjects like food and Hospitality, Technology, Science and more.
Thank you to everyone for your energy and efforts as we have become familiar with our new secondary structure.
Going into Term 2 we have some amazing opportunities, excursions and events coming up that we will share very soon. However to take
part in this, students need to be at school every day and following school expectations. Stay tuned for details!
This term our seniors have been working on their SACE subjects. SACE stands for South Australia Certificate of Education and it’s the
certificate that students get after they finish all of their Year 11 and 12 subjects. SACE is really important because it gives students more
opportunities for work, study and so much more. At Kaurna Plains we work to make sure our SACE is based on students’ strengths,
identity, culture, and career development pathways.
Next term in Week 5 we will have check-ins with all of our SACE students. We will also have a
SACE open night to make sure families are up-to-date and have a good idea of how their kids are
going and also understand what SACE is all about. This includes course counselling.
Have a safe break.
Uncle Antony, Secondary Assistant Principal

7-11 Maths and Science
Niina Marni,
We are learning about planets, moon phases, tides
and eclipses in the Year 7-8 class this term. After our
excursion to the Planetarium we started learning
about different planets. Every student has been
assigned a planet. They researched dimensions and
other interesting facts about the planets and now we
are working on making planets using paper mache. Here are some pictures from our
work in progress.
Year 9-10s finished learning about life cycle of stars. Our excursion to the Planetarium
really helped in learning about the position of stars in our sky and a few Indigenous
stories linked to various stars or constellations. Now we are working on the journey
towards the centre of earth.
In the Year 7-8 Maths class, students have been working on prime numbers, whole
numbers and integers. Year 9-10s are working on ratios and scale tasks. Year 11 just
starting on working out earnings, expenses and discounts.
It has been a productive term and we hope to keep going like this in Term 2.
Aunty Jyoti

WoodWork
Our 7/8s and 9/10s have been completing some excellent projects in and out of the Trade Training
Centre this term. Mat, our Pre-Service Teacher from UniSA led the 7/8 cohort through some
introductory Physics principals which tie in well with many Design and Technology projects. Initially,
we looked at some common properties involved in flight, like lift, thrust and how wingspan and
angles affect the flight of a simple paper plane. Afterwards, we had a chance to look at bridge building
principals, and the use of the truss (triangle form) to resist compressive forces and assist tensile forces.
For the 9/10s, we’ve all commenced our own personal woodwork project with theory studies of
sustainable practices and real-world problems. Two applications for critical design and tech thinking
include the Great Pacific Garbage Patch and oil spills, including the Exxon
Valdez. Students applied problem solving skills and creative and critical
thinking to these two issues, and we will continue to tackle the big issues!
Phil Walker

Year 7-8 HASS
Over the past term, the Year 7-8 class have been taking a close look at ‘Water In Our World’ and environmental sustainability. We have
had many lively and strong discussions around the correct way to manage water supplies and how important it is that we utilise and
recognise the traditional land owners water management knowledge.
Our spirited individuals in this class have had the opportunity to work on a specialist environmental science topic called ‘Environmental
Interpretation’. This topic gave our students an insight into tourism, culture, and art design in the natural and built environment field. We
spent our time focusing on the Murray River; a key feature of the South Australian landscape and each student took one aspect of the
Murray River and created a poster to display information across different mediums.
Here are some examples:

Year 7-8 Visual Art
Students in Year 7-8 have been building their skills in drawing and colour mixing.
We have learnt about values (tints, shades and value scales), and how to give a
three-dimensional effect by careful gradation of values. We have learnt how to mix
colour to create variations of primary and secondary hues (colours). In refining
their skills, students have learnt to become observant of texture, shine, shadow,
hard and soft edges. They have learnt how to make things appear transparent
or solid. In making decisions about how to complete their work, students have
constantly been applying their critical and creative thinking skills, and they have had
to be resilient as they experiment and find the best way to approach their work.
Here are some examples:

Paint blob and sphere by Kaila – love the smooth
textures and the colours in the shadows
Lollies by Nat – who
has created a ‘seethrough’ effect
Apples by Kylor – look at the shine

Lollies by Shayana – the
detail in this background
makes the lollies appear
three dimensional
Apples by Crystal – beautiful colour mixing
Liz Burke, English and Arts Teacher

Home Economics / Hospitality
Students in Year 9/10 have been engaged with both cooking classes
and undertaking some design work with food products. Many
students opted to borrow existing brand imagery and adapt it,
while others designed their own logos and packaging for popular
products.
The Year 11/12s have been completing their Stage 2 Food and
Hospitality assignments, with some opportunities to spend time in
the kitchen to supplement the written work. Looking forward to
getting the SACE learning completed so we can spend more time
cooking!
Phil Walker

